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Editorial 


Uniting against the real enemies 

In the current climate of war-fuelled racism British 
Muslims find themselves the object of hostility and 
misunderstanding. Quite rightly they are not taking this 
lying down and a number of organisations and 
individuals are making their voices heard. 

Among those voices are some who preach antisemitism. 
They tell their followers that their predicament is 
ultimately the fault of the Jews. The shameful libel 
has led to attacks on Jewish individuals, synagogues 
and other Jewish property. This antisemitism is a 
shameful fact that cannot be ignored or wished away by 
anti-racists. 

It should be enough to condemn antisemitism for the 
obvious effect that it has on Jewish people. However, it is 
not only Jewish people that it affects negatively. 
Antisemitism plays the same role among the Muslim 
community as it does among other communities: it is a 
complete diversion from the sources of people's real 
grievances. In the current climate their concern should 
be with Islamophobia whipped up the right. 

History teaches us that no people who face 
discrimination can fight it successfully alone. The only 
way to defeat Islamophobia, antisemitism and other 
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forms of racial hatred is to fight it together. 

As we approach the local elections in May we are faced 
with a big task to ensure that the BNP is defeated at the 
ballot box. The BNP is a fascist organisation that whips 
up both Islamophobia and antisemitism. What better 
way to defeat the BNP on the ground than for Muslims 
and Jews at local level to join with other anti-racists, 
trade unionists and progressives in a broad front to keep 
the fascists at bay? 


Gutter press 

Three Iraqi asylum seekers were attacked last month in 
Plymouth. One of the victims was kicked and beaten by a 
dozen men in front of shoppers on a Saturday afternoon. 
After just two weeks in Britain, the 26-year-old, who lives 
at a refugee centre, wants to move on again. 

In the face of the barrage of race hate from the tabloid 
press, where asylum seekers are vilified daily, it is hardly 
surprising that such attacks occur. It is the logical 
conclusion of jingoism. The role of Britain’s media in 
whipping up racism cannot be underestimated and as 
long as asylum seekers and refugees are derided in 
banner headlines they will remain on the tip of every 
bigot’s tongue and on the receiving end of their boots. 
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racist robes 


by Gerry Gable 


t was a shock even to us hardened campaigners to 
see how low the British National Party had stooped 
when Alan Winder took to the rostrum at the party’s 
Red, White and Blue festival last year. 

The snake-like [side]Winder who has been around the 
extreme right for many years, appeared in a charming 
tank top sporting this season’s slogan. His multi-tattooed 
arms revealed a living history of his trip around just 
about every nazi and fascist group. 

He declared to the festival audience, when his turn 
came ina line of organisers and key activists, that he had 
at last found his real political home in the BNP, possibly 
the only truthful thing he has said in his entire political 
career. Still, one can only wonder what wheeze he has 
planned this time. 

He was introduced as the Eastbourne organiser. 
The mind boggles as to what the genteel population of 
that quiet seaside resort are making of this character. 

As a teenager he was a British Movement (BM) activist 
with a penchant for paramilitary dress. He would turn 
up with a couple of equally tatty comrades to heckle at 
CND rallies in Trafalgar Square, threats and mouth 
always larger than his delivery. In July 1983 while still a 
BM member he wrote to us posing as a National Front 
official offering inside information. His attempted dirty 
trick was spotted at once. 

At one point he suggested he was “man enough” to 
take over the leadership of BM. We can still hear the rest 
of BM laughing. 

The 1970s saw him in conspiratorial mode, holding 
a meeting with a right-wing barrister, a nazi activist, a 
leading libertarian and a Tory party candidate who was 
at the same time an NF member and worked for the 
major publisher IPC. In a café in London's Strand they 
plotted to get Searchlight and its editors. True to form 
Winder’s scheme imploded into fiasco when it was 
exposed on our pages. 

Throughout his years on the far right Winder would 
regale anybody who had the price of a pint with tales of 
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his alleged military derring-do, all of which appear to 
have been bought off the shelf in some military surplus 
store. 


In 1989 Winder espoused loony paganism before 
undertaking his most stupid exercise to date. In 1997 he 
and Bill Binding, a BNP parliamentary candidate, 
decided that they had found a gap in the market and set 
up a bank account for a national Ku Klux Klan 
organisation. A lot of the paperwork was copied from 
genuine American Klan material, which gave it an air of 
authenticity. 

Winder not only saw the Klan as a chance to make 
himself the leader of something — anything — at long last, 
but hoped to make a few bob on the side as well. 
The Klan has always been a money spinner for its 
organisers. The cost of a white sheet with a KKK logo 
includes a huge mark-up. 

Disaster struck at the first meeting. Those attending 
were tailed from their assembly point and 
photographed by Sunday Mirror journalists acting on 
our information. The gathering itself turned into a 
drunken brawl at the home of the BNP candidate Linda 
Miller. Thus ended the KKK. Binding was uncovered in 
the Tory Party last year. 

Winder lost his job with the Inland Revenue Valuation 
Office after he was accused of passing internal 
documents to Steve Sargent and David Myatt, the 
leaders of the National Socialist Movement, the terror 
group to which Winder had attached himself in passing. 
Some of the information was about trade unionists with 
whom Winder worked, and their names appeared in 
Stormer on some of its infamous hit lists. 

Now the BNP is blessed with Winder’s presence. 


Violent nazi reaps electoral 
rewards of asylum hysteria 


by Nick Lowles 


ritain’s rising intolerance towards asylum 

seekers and growing suspicion of Muslims was 

graphically demonstrated last month when a 

hardline nazi and violent football hooligan 

became the British National Party’s fifth 
councillor after winning a council by-election in the West 
Yorkshire town of Halifax. 

Adrian Marsden succeeded despite an anti-fascist 
campaign which highlighted his recent role as a criminal, 
football hooligan and organiser for the Combat 18 nazi 
terror gang. However, it was clear from the outset that 
the backlash against Britain’s asylum policy, especially 
in the wake of the death of a policeman in Manchester, was 
dominating voting intentions. 

Marsden polled 679 votes, defeating the Liberal 
Democrat by 28 votes, with the Labour candidate a further 
10 votes behind. The turnout was double that of last May. 
The ward had previously been held by Labour but its 
councillor had been forced to resign for non-attendance. 

The BNP campaigned heavily on asylum, alleged anti- 
white violence and the 43% pay rise that local councillors 
awarded themselves shortly before Christmas. Much of its 
literature focused on the claim that the Home Office had 
decided to suspend sending asylum seekers to Burnley and 
Blackburn because of the strong support for the BNP 
“Voting BNP works”, announced Marsden’s leaflets. 

Marsden also adopted some of the dirty tricks used by 
the BNP in its Blackburn success last November. A spoof 
Liberal Democrat leaflet was distributed to voters and 
blatant lies and intimidation were used against opponents. 
Photographs of anti-fascists campaigning in the ward 
appeared on a Combat 18 website. 

Most of the BNP’s campaign activists were bussed in from 
outside the area, some coming from as far afield as 
Scotland and London, but the success nevertheless 
highlighted the party’s growing electoral sophistication. 
At least four BNP leaflets were distributed in the ward during 
the campaign, as were copies of the party newspaper and a 
party video. Voters were systematically canvassed and on 
polling day dozens of activists took voters to the booths and 

' collected registration numbers. 

The vote confirmed the continuing 
demise of the Conservative Party in 
the north of England. Its vote 
crumbled from almost 700 last May 
to 214 despite the doubled turnout. 
Most Tory voters appeared to have 
switched to the BNP as_ has 
previously happened in Blackburn, 
Burnley, Bradford and Oldham. 

Labour’s vote was only marginally 
lower than last May but there was 
some noticeable switching of Labour 
voters to the BNP and the Liberal 
Democrats. Given the higher turnout 
and substantial regional assistance 
given to the campaign, the election 
result confirmed the — growing 
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disengagement between the Government and its traditional 
supporters. 

The Liberal Democrats saw their vote almost treble from 
May. Their candidate, Simon Pearson, was a popular former 
local mayor who ran an effective anti-BNP campaign. 

Recriminations within the anti-BNP camp have already 
begun. Some people have already expressed doubts over 
the wisdom of Pearson’s decision to stand, knowing that his 
personal following would divide the anti-BNP vote. Likewise, 
anger is being directed at the independent candidate, a 
former Labour councillor, whose 141 votes could have 
stopped the BNP winning. On polling night one Labour 
organiser even criticised the anti-fascist campaign, claiming 
that its failure to call for a Labour vote led to the Liberal 
Democrats picking up much of the anti-BNP vote. 

Such arguments have been totally refuted by anti-fascists, 
who after all cannot and should not be a substitute for a 
political party, but this must not divert us from the 
seriousness of the underlying issues — namely the complete 
collapse of the Conservative Party, the detachment of Labour 
from its voters and the strength of popular hysteria over 
asylum. These are very real issues that need addressing. 

There was only so much the regional Labour Party could 
do when it had fewer than 20 members in the ward. 
Any anti-racist message on asylum was simply dwarfed by 
the hysteria of the media campaign in recent weeks. 

Anti-fascists need to learn lessons from the campaign. 
While three leaflets were distributed during the campaign, we 
need to reanalyse our tactics and develop a more effective 
campaigning strategy. 

There is little we can do to counter the asylum hysteria, 
the inherent weakness of the Conservative Party or the 
detachment of Labour from its roots. However, our message 
needs to become more sophisticated, our campaign more 
targeted and the methods of delivery rethought. 

With the BNP promising to field 200 candidates in May, 
time is running out. This victory opens up West Yorkshire to 
the BNP just as its high general election poll in Oldham in 
2001 led to the subsequent council victories in Burnley and 
Blackburn. Even before this result, the BNP was preparing 
to stand almost 30 candidates across West 
Yorkshire in May (as opposed to the eight it 
stood in 2002). With the BNP buoyed up by 
this success, this number will almost 
certainly rise as will its 
chances of victory. 

We cannot change 
some of the underlying 
reasons for the growth in 
the BNP but we can have 
a small impact on the 
election outcome. In some 
cases, as was proved last 
May, this was crucial in 
keeping the BNP out. Anti- 
fascists must redouble 
their efforts but they also 
must adapt. 
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Antisemitism is enjoying a renaissance. In Britain, attacks on Jewish people or property have 
increased by 260% over a two-year period; in France, synagogues have been firebombed. 
The antisemitic upsurge is closely linked to events in the Middie East and opposition to 
the policies of Israel and the USA and in the main does not come from the traditional right. 
It has nothing to do with legitimate criticism of Israel’s policies and must be distinguished 
from this. Sometimes the antisemitism masquerades as “anti-Zionism” and other times it is 
naked Jew-baiting. Anti-racists and anti-imperialists have to root it out argues Steve Silver. 


Opposition to 
Israel 
becomes 
thinly veiled 
antisemitism 
on a London 
march in April 
2002 


“Anti-Zionism”, antisemitism and Holocaust denial 
Shortly after the murderous terrorist attacks of 
11 September 2001 in the USA leaflets circulated outside 
some London mosques purporting to identify who was 
behind the attacks. According to the British-based Islamic 
fundamentalist leafleters, the attacks were carried out by 
the Israeli intelligence service Mossad. The proof of this 
was in the supposed fact that hundreds of Jews stayed 
away from work that day, after they had been tipped off 
that something untoward was going to happen. 

The claim is so absurd that it doesn’t warrant 
a response. It is mentioned here because it is part of a 
barrage of antisemitic conspiracy theory literature that 
has been circulating in Britain via Islamic fundamentalist 
and other sources. In some ways this is unsurprising: 
after all the Middle East is the main source for the 
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printing of “classic” antisemitic conspiracy works such 
as The Protocols of the Elders of Zion and Henry Ford’s The 
International Jew. In Britain some of these staple fascist 
texts find their way into Islamic bookshops, where they 
are often openly displayed and sold. With old antisemitic 
conspiracy theory material so widely available, it is no 
wonder that there are those who have absorbed this 
world view and apply it to modern-day events. 

A pamphlet produced by the Islamic Party of Britain 
shortly after 11 September 2001 claimed that what it 
described as the “New World Order, One World, or 
Globalisation” was in fact a Zionist plot developed by 
Israel’s first Prime Minister, David Ben Gurion. 
Apparently, Ben Gurion possessed prophetic powers. 
The pamphlet says that in 1962 he: 

“Spelt out his vision of the world in the late eighties 


of fools 


with the cold war being a thing of the past, a 
democratisation of the Soviet Union, the predominance 
of Social Democratic governments in Western and 
Eastern Europe, and a World Alliance with an 
international police force at its disposal. All armies, he 
said would be abolished, and there would be no more 
wars; Jerusalem would be the seat of the supreme court of 
mankind to settle all controversies among the federated 
continents: The Zionist dream of world domination ...” 

Some of the worst examples of antisemitism have 
occurred on campus. At Manchester University in 2002 a 
leaflet put out in the name of the General Union of 
Palestine Students (GUPS) before a debate on 
boycotting Israeli goods was nakedly antisemitic. The 
leaflet supposedly quoted statements made in 1789 by 
Benjamin Franklin, who was one of the signatories of 
the US Declaration of Independence. The leaflet is titled 
“Prophecy of Benjamin Franklin in regard of the Jewish 
race’, and among other things says: 

“For more than 1700 years they [the Jews] have 
lamented their sorrowful fate, namely, that they have 
been driven out of their motherland; but, gentleman, if 
the world should give them back today Palestine and 
their property, they would immediately find reasons for 
not returning there. Why? Because they are Vampires — 
they cannot live among themselves ...” 

If the quotation had been genuine, it would be bad 
enough to see it reprinted. In fact it is a hoary 
antisemitic forgery written by the US Nazi sympathiser 
William Dudley Pelley in Liberation in 1934. In 1942 
Pelley was sentenced to 15 years’ imprisonment for 
sedition for his pro-Nazi activities. 

One of the most active of the Islamic fundamentalist 
groups distributing antisemitic literature is al- 
Muhajiroun, which claims it is “The Voice, The Eyes, and 
the Ears of the Muslims”. Its leaflet advertising an anti- 
Israel demonstration organised by the Palestine 
Solidarity Campaign in May 2002 was headed, “Israel the 
cancer that must be removed”. Among several bullet 
points it stated, “The Defence of the cancer is the lie of 
the Holocaust”. The real measure of al-Muhajiroun’s 
support, or rather lack of it, for the Palestinian cause is 
that in the same leaflet it described the PLO and Yasser 

. Arafat as “the agent of the cancer”. 

While Holocaust denial material is commonplace in 
the Muslim world, it is something that is rare on the left, 
though not unheard of. A leaflet issued by the Trotskyite 
Socialist Voice in the northwest of England (Salford) in 
2002, for example, advertised an internet link for 
information “on the history of Zionism”. The link is to a 
Holocaust denial site run by Bradley Smith of the US 
based Institute for Historical Review (IHR), an 
organisation which has been exposed many times in 
Searchlight and which has links to nazi groups across 
the world. It would be charitable in the extreme to say 
that there may be an innocent explanation for this 
amazing fact, for the top of the page of the advertised 
link even states that it is a Holocaust denial site! 


Nazi-Zionists: topsy-turvy world 
Much more commonplace on the left than Holocaust 
denial is the comparison of Israel with Nazi Germany. 


Quite how offensive this is to most Jewish people seems 
lost on those who do it. Even if we were to put aside the 
offensive nature of the comparison, it has to be said that 
such a comparison is rarely used to describe other 
regimes, even those that have actually committed 
genocide. This version of “anti-Zionism’ tends to portray 
Zionism as a Jewish version of Nazism. In this almost 
surreal scenario, the victims of Nazism have become the 
new “nazis”. It shouldn't really need pointing out that 
whatever one thinks of Israel's policies and actions, and 
the human cost of the conflict, there is still massive legal 
opposition to those policies from Arab and Jew alike inside 
Israel — hardly something that was allowed in Nazi 
Germany. All manner of progressive forces are represented 
in the Knesset (parliament) from socialist-Zionist to 
communist and Muslim parties. Of course at the moment 
Israel is in the hands of the right wing and consequently is 
pursuing right-wing policies. This does not make it Nazi, 
or even fascist, though. Crucially, however appalled one 
might be by Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians, it is not 
systematically exterminating them. 

If it isn’t bad enough to find organisations and 
individuals that compare Israel to Nazi Germany, it is 
not uncommon to find those that go further and argue 
that Israel is actually worse than Nazi Germany. 
For example, at the Palestine solidarity demonstration 
in London on 18 May 2002, Leila Khaled, a leading figure 
in the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), claimed that Zionism had “exceeded Nazism’. 

Another “Nazi-Zionist” theme is the claim that some 
Zionists collaborated with the Nazis. However, many 
were brave resisters and fighters against fascism who 
were martyred in that struggle. Among their number is 
the leader of the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the socialist- 
Zionist Mordechai Anielewicz. Also there is the 
Hungarian born Hannah Senesh who moved to 
Palestine just before the Second World War and fought in 
an elite British parachute corps against the Nazis. 
Captured by fascists behind enemy lines in her native 
Hungary, she was brutally tortured and executed. 


Zionism, imperialism and the birth of Israel 
Zionism is neither a conspiracy nor the invention of 
imperialism, nor inherently racist. It came into existence 
as a response to antisemitism and such things as the 
pogroms, persecutions and ritual murder libels in 
Europe. Dr Theodor Herzl, the best known of the early 
Zionists, became a political Zionist as a result of the 
infamous antisemitic frame-up of Captain Alfred Dreyfus 
in France in 1894. However, the single most important 
factor that made Zionism popular among Jewish people 
was the Holocaust. Even those who did not see their own 
future, or even the future of the Jewish people, bound up 
in Palestine recognised that there must be a solution to 
the Jewish refugee problem created by the destruction of 
Europe's Jews. It was clear that the solution was not going 
to be found in Europe or the countries that closed their 
borders to large-scale Jewish immigration. 

The Zionist movement is a nationalist movement, and 
carries with that all that other nationalist movements do. 
It harbours in its ranks reactionaries who would do all in 
their power to prevent the creation of a Palestinian state. 
Yet it also harbours a progressive left wing which wants 
nothing but peace in the Middle East. In Israel itself there 
exists a massive peace movement, opposed to the actions 
of the government and military, and which supports the 
creation of a Palestinian state alongside Israel. 

It is commonplace on the left to read that Israel was an 
imperialist creation, promised by Lord Balfour to the 
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Zionists in the Balfour Declaration of 1917. In fact it 
would take another 31 years before Israel was created. 
And that came about not from some British declaration 
but after six million Jews perished in the Holocaust and 
tens of thousands became stateless refugees, often 
living in displaced persons’ camps in what was formerly 
Nazi-occupied Europe. Britain’s true attitude to Jewish 
settlement in Palestine could be seen in the fact that it 
did its utmost to prevent Jews arriving in the country, 
even sending ships full of Holocaust survivors back to 
Germany, the source of their torment. 

It seems that today’s anti-imperialists have either 
forgotten or don't realise that the vast majority of them 
would have supported the creation of the State of Israel 
in 1948 as a blow against imperialism. In the immediate 
aftermath of the Second World War the Jewish national 
movement in Palestine was engaged in an underground 
war against the British Army, which occupied Mandate 
Palestine at the time. Pressure from within Palestine and 
outside forced the British out of the region. 

Communism and Zionism have a long history of 
conflict with each other, which goes back to well before 
a state was proclaimed in the name of either ideology. 
Yet the Soviet Union supported the creation of the state 
of Israel, not because it had suddenly become Zionist, 
but because of the practical realities of the situation 
and, most importantly, because of the destruction of 
European Jewry and the subsequent refugee problem. 
At the United Nations in 1947 the Soviet representatives 
and others recounted how the Jews had suffered during 
the Second World War. Speaking on behalf of the Soviet 
Union, Andrei Gromyko said: 

“The aspirations of an important part of the Jewish 
people are bound up with the question of Palestine and 
the future structure of that country ... the aspiration of 
the Jews for the creation of a state of their own ... it 
would be unjust not to take this into account and to 
deny the right of the Jewish people to the realisation of 
such an aspiration.” 

Gromyko went on to argue that there was a legitimate 
Jewish claim in the region: “if only because, after all, the 
Jewish people has been closely linked with Palestine for 
a considerable period of history”. Echoing Lenin’s 
description of how the Jews fared under Tsarism, 
Gromyko added, “that as a result of the war which was 
unleashed by Hitlerite Germany, the Jews, as a people, 
have suffered more than any other people”. 

The State of Israel was formed as a result of a 1947 
United Nations partition plan which was intended to 
create an Israeli state alongside a newly independent 
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Palestinian state. Around the world the left celebrated 
Israel’s birth. The invasion of Arab armies who believed 
that they could strangle the fledgling Jewish state, and 
the subsequent war, put paid to the creation of a 
Palestinian state at that time. Regardless of what has 
happened since then, it remains a fact that Israel was 
born in this way. 


“Anti-Zionist” antecedents: Stalinist and Arab 
nationalist antisemitism 
It would be absurd to argue that all opponents of 
Zionism, all anti-Zionists, are antisemitic. It would be 
equally absurd to tar all opponents of Israel’s policies 
and actions as antisemitic. However, much of what 
passes as anti-Zionism and anti-Israel sentiment has . 
nothing to do with legitimate debate with a nationalist 
ideology, or opposition to the actions of the Israeli 
government or military, but more to do with traditional 
antisemitic conspiracy theory. 

The idea that a cabal of Jewish people controls the 
world through political skulduggery has been a staple of 
antisemites since they propagandised against the 
French Revolution after 1789. However, it was in pre- 
revolutionary Russia at the turn of the twentieth century 
that the most infamous antisemitic Tsarist forgery, 
The Protocols of The Elders of Zion, was produced. 
It was used by counter-revolutionaries as a propaganda 
weapon against the Bolsheviks. The Protocols still 
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circulates today and many other antisemitic tracts are 
based upon it. 

The Protocols was a standard German Nazi text. 
One might have thought that with the defeat of Nazi 
Germany, the idea of Jewish world conspiracy would be 
buried, especially in a country that itself suffered so 
much under fascism and helped give birth to the Jewish 
state. However, the Soviet honeymoon with Israel was a 
short-lived affair. In the Soviet Union and among 
reactionary Arab nationalists hostility towards Jews 
evolved into “anti-Zionism” as the main vehicle for the 
“Jewish conspiracy”. 

In spite of the fact that under Lenin’s leadership 
antisemitism was made a criminal offence, it was 
perpetuated in the Soviet Union in the Stalin era. 
At the Twentieth Congress of the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union (CPSU) in 1956, Nikita Krushchev, the 
Soviet leader, revealed a long list of antisemitic crimes 
committed during the period of Stalin’s rule, including: 
the purging of Jewish party leaders in other socialist 
countries; the general shutdown of Jewish cultural 
institutions in the Soviet Union after 1948; the murder in 
August 1952 of leading Soviet Jewish writers and 
intellectuals; and most infamously the so-called 
“Doctors’ Plot” of 1953, in which Stalin accused a group 
of mainly Jewish physicians of plotting to murder him 
on behalf of “Zionism” and “western imperialism”. 

The antisemitism of the Stalin era was subsequently 
recognised as such, and condemned in the Soviet Union. 
Unfortunately, its legacy endured, though not on a 
systematic basis, until 1967. One well publicised 
aberration occurred in 1963 when the Soviet academic 
Trofim Kichko published a work that was crudely 
antisemitic, entitled Judaism without Embellishment. 
It contained antisemitic illustrations and the text claimed 
that Judaism, Jewish bankers, Zionism, Israel and Western 
imperialism were engaged in an international conspiracy. 
Amid worldwide protest the publication was withdrawn. 

What changed the publication of antisemitic 
propaganda post-Stalin in the Soviet Union from an 
aberration to a larger-scale phenomenon was the Six 
Day War of June 1967, when Israel defeated Egypt. 
Within days of the Israeli victory the Soviet media 
branded Israel’s Moshe Dayan a “pupil of Hitler” and 
Zionism as racism. Along with the most reactionary of 
Arab nationalists, they pushed this position on the 
international stage at the United Nations and elsewhere. 
In this new climate Kichko was rehabilitated and 
published further works such as Judaism and Zionism 
(Kiev 1968). As the Soviet Union departed from anything 
that could be remotely described as a Leninist analysis 
of the situation in the Middle East, many other Soviet 
writers who churned out material of a similar nature 
joined Kichko. It is echoes of these ideas that are current 
among some on the British left, even among those who 
would be horrified to be remotely associated with 
anything to’ do with “Stalinist” or nationalist 
antisemitism. It can only be assumed that those who 
claim that Israel is Nazi and that Zionism is racism have 
no knowledge of the ideas’ antecedents. 


Destroying Israel 

During the Six Day War there was much talk of destroying 
Israel from reactionary Arab nationalists. Cuba’s Fidel 
Castro was so shocked by the nature of Egypt's anti-Israel 
propaganda at the time that he spoke out against it. In an 
interview that was published in the New Statesman on 
22 September 1967, he told the journalist K S Karol that 
he believed Egyptian phrasemongering showed a lack of 


revolutionary principles. “True revolutionaries never 
threaten a whole country with extermination,” he said. 
“We have spoken out clearly against Israel’s policy, but 
we don't deny her right to exist.” 

However, there are some on the left today who would 
call themselves revolutionaries who believe that Israel 
should be destroyed. Hardly surprising, when they think 
that Israel is no different from Nazi Germany. Those who 
put forward this position should ask themselves what 
should happen to the Jewish people who live in Israel 
today if the country ceased to exist. And anti-racists 
should ask them to which other people, apart from the 
Jewish people, would they deny the right of nationhood? 


No anti-imperialism without anti-racism 

The penchant for US (and British) intervention in the 
affairs of sovereign states abroad is something that 
should be condemned and opposed. Those countries 
that do their utmost to defend their independence are 
fighting against imperialism. However, merely raising 
anti-imperialist slogans does not make the nationalist 
movements of those countries, or their leaders, 
necessarily progressive. As with Zionism, these 
nationalist movements — the Palestinians included — 
contain both progressive and reactionary camps. 

Just as it is necessary for the Israeli people to combat 
their own national chauvinists, annexationists and 
would-be colonialists, so it is important for others in the 
Middle East to combat their reactionaries. To say and do 
nothing against reactionaries in the anti-imperialist 
camp, because this could be seen to damage the fight 
against imperialism, is a serious error. History has 
taught us where that kind of politics leads. In Indonesia, 
hundreds of thousands of communists and others on 
the left were massacred while “anti-imperialist” slogans 
were raised. In Iraq, communists and other progressives 
were tortured while genocide was committed against 
the Kurds. In Iran the “anti-imperialist” Islamic 
fundamentalists butchered communists who had 
supported the national revolution. 

The idea of a world Jewish conspiracy, so popular with 
the Tsarist propagandists in their anti-Bolshevik 
propaganda at the turn of the last century, and which 
formed a central part of Nazi ideology during the 1930s 
and 1940s, is unfortunately alive and well in Britain today. 
It is primarily the preserve of Islamic fundamentalists, but 
to their shame virtually the entire left has remained silent 
on the issue, and some have actually recycled this 
nonsense. It seems that people’s outrage at such things as 
Israel's actions in Jenin in April 2002 triggers an emotive 
response bordering on hysteria. The reflex action is often 
antisemitic and has nothing to do with socialism. It is as if 
some believe that a little antisemitism is justifiable when 
confronted with Israel’s policies. 

The German Social Democrat August Bebel once 
described populist antisemitism as the “socialism of 
fools”. Antisemitism, like other forms of racial hatred, 
does not always come from the fascist right. Just as the 
left and labour movement accepts that it is perfectly 
capable of harbouring racist practices against black 
people, so it should recognise this is the case with 
antisemitism too. Those who should know better often 
cross the line between legitimate anti-Zionism and 
antisemitism. 

Because imperialism is based, among other things, on 
racism, genuine anti-imperialism has to be anti-racist to 
its marrow. An anti-imperialism that is soft on 
antisemitism is not an anti-imperialism at all, but 
merely a prop for national chauvinism and racial hatred. 
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Electoral success is the ultimate reward sought 
by the revamped British National Party. But this 
cannot happen overnight. A new image is 
needed in order to convince voters that the BNP 
is no longer the party of skinheads and violence. 
Now the suits have been ironed and old 
ideologies dispensed with. Once the staple of 
BNP literature, Jews are now seldom mentioned 
in the party’s monthly publications, given the 
linkage to images of genocide that any whiff of 
antisemitism brings. Yet still the Jewish people 
remain very much an enemy in the eyes of the 
BNP. While the jackboots may have gone, it 
seems that the ultimate conspiracy theory has 
proved a little harder to get rid of. Kate Taylor 
looks at the BNP’s Jewish problem. 


cross Europe the face of the far right is 
changing. The gains made by right-wing anti- 
immigrant parties in the past year such as the 
Norwegian Progress Party and the Dutch List 
im Fortuyn have been strengthened by the 
lack of historical baggage that they carry in relation to 
previous nazi-style parties. Not fascism but populism is 
their reference point. Old-style crudity has been 
replaced by a more sophisticated model that is harder to 
characterise and consequently more difficult to fight. 

Far-right groups in Britain lack the tools to achieve 
this more respectable public face. The association with 
political violence and an image of being comprised of 
misfits are much stronger. But it is to Europe that the 
BNP looks as a model. Attempts to rejuvenate its image 
have meant shedding the murderous image of the 
swastika. “We have to promote our anti-Nazi credentials 
more vigorously”, wrote Nick Griffin, the party leader, 
last year, promoting the idea that a purge on extremism 
is essential to the BNP’s success. 

But has the BNP’s form changed so considerably 
under Griffin, who once asserted that “some ‘anti- 
Semitism’ may be provoked by the actions of certain 
Jews themselves and thereby have a rational basis”? 
If so, what is the party’s connection to antisemitism, the 
old bedrock of nazi-style groups? 

Certainly open pronouncements against Jews have 
become less visible in BNP propaganda. Crudeness has 
been dropped in favour of subtlety and moderation. 
But Jews are still singled out. The ideologies of old still 
hold the BNP down like an anchor. 
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These days most BNP attacks on Jews come via a more 
publicly acceptable root, namely through commentary 
on Middle Eastern politics. Not all anti-Zionism is 
antisemitism. But for the BNP the two have become 
interchangeable. The fascists’ problem is that with 
antisemitism they lose respectability; without it they 
lose their world view. So rather than being dispensed 
with entirely, it has become increasingly cloaked. 

The BNP is a threat to all minority groups. But its 
choice of target is cynical: “We reject both pro-Zionist 
internationalism ... and the Islamification of our 
homelands. Which we oppose more vigorously at any 
given time should be decided ... by the simple question: 
‘Which enemy is it in our political interest to be seen to 
be opposing more vigorously at the moment?’ To a party 
aiming to win seats in London, the West Midlands and 
the former mill-towns of Northern England, the answer 
should be pretty obvious.” 

The message, then, is that Jews remain an enemy, but 
vocal antisemitism will not win votes. Because the BNP 
displays a conceptual confusion between Zionists and 
Jews, it is able both to keep and to hide the antisemitism 
that pervades its vision. 

But the issue is complicated. Today’s BNP is as 
Islamophobic as it is antisemitic. At first sight the two do 
not sit comfortably together. But for Britain's far right, 
there is no contradiction in adopting both an anti-Muslim 
and an anti Jewish stance. Just as the National Front in the 
1980s pushed the line that its virulent anti-capitalism did 
not in any way detract from its anti-communist agenda, 
so too does the BNP claim that anti-Islam and 
antisemitism do not constitute an unhappy marriage but, 
on the contrary, comprise two sides of the same coin. 

“We oppose both the Zionist violence and domination 
which has done so much to fuel the current Islamic 
rising against the West, and that rising itself, which 
predates Zionism by 100 years and would exist and 
present a mortal threat to our civilisation even if the 
state of Israel had never been created.” 

So while Muslins are the most visible group for the 
BNP to demonise, this by no means renders Jews as safe. 
Michael Billig, in his essay “The Extreme Right: 
Continuities in Anti-Semitic conspiracy Theory in Post 
War Europe” (1989), wrote about the impossibility of 
finding a substitution for antisemitism in the ideology 
of the far right. This continuation of anti-Jewish 
hatred strikes a chord even in the watered-down policies 
of the BNP. Islamophobia may overshadow antisemitism 
to some extent, but it has complemented rather than 
replaced it. 

Indeed some BNP racism is dual in nature. 
A campaign to outlaw ritual slaughter, launched just 
after the attacks of 11 September, was used to target 


both Muslims and Jews. Similarly, while the New York 
and Washington atrocities allowed the BNP to 
strengthen its anti-Islam stance, those events have also 
enabled the party to promote the line that Jewish power 
was the instigator. 

The BNP’s argument that it is the policies of the state 
of Israel that are under scrutiny not the Jewish people 
carries even less weight when one looks at the personal 
beliefs of key players in the party. 

Griffin has subscribed to a number of bizarre 
ideologies over the years. In the 1980s he forged 
alliances with representatives of Gaddafi’s regime in 
Libya —- a move no doubt inspired by a common disdain 
for Jews. The pages of the BNP’s literature now tread very 
carefully, rarely approaching the issue at all. But make 
no mistake about it Jews remain very much at the centre 
of Griffin’s world view. 

In 1998 Griffin received a jail sentence, suspended for 
two years, for inciting racial hatred under the Public 
Order Act. The charge related to statements made in his 
publication The Rune. In Griffin’s words, the Holocaust 
(referred to as the ‘Holohoax’) “is a mixture of Allied 
wartime propaganda, extremely profitable lie, and 
latter-day witch hysteria”. 

Griffin sees the Holocaust as a lie propagated by Jews 
to make money: “As your Hollywood friend is fond of 
remarking, ‘there’s no business like showbusiness’”. 

But Griffin’s work contains the seeds of its own 
destruction. On one level he justifies the Holocaust by 
referring to the behaviour of Jews themselves. Yet at the 
same time he refuses to concede that it happened. 

The Holocaust is the logical path along which the 
embracing of nazi ideologies can lead. To dissociate 
itself from this image, the BNP needs to play it down. 
Griffin’s view has always been that casting doubt on the 
truth of Holocaust is essential in order to break down the 
barrier that the Holocaust places against the revival of 
fascism in the future. 

In 1996 Griffin made it clear that “members of 
the British National Party have a duty to be involved 
as active participants in the revisionist struggle”. 
Now Griffin has realised that this was a tactical error. 
But he cannot fully rid his ideology of Holocaust denial. 
This would mean admitting that his previous diatribes 
were all wholly false and that his outlook was wrong. 
Now he espouses a softer version of denial, through the 
medium of relativism and trivialisation. But these are by 
no means less dangerous than the crudity of the claims 
made by Griffin only a few short years ago. 

There can be no doubt that the BNP has changed its 

_ focus. Any political party seeking respectability cannot 
allow its agenda to pass without reference to popular 
issues of the day such as “globalisation”. The BNP is no 
exception. 

Traditionally it is those who veer away from the 
political centre who oppose globalisation most fiercely. 
This applies to both left and right. But the reasons 
for their opposition are by no means the same. The left 
oppose globalisation in the name of fairer trade and 
less environmental damage. The right wish to return to 
a mythical world where immigration did not exist, 
where an idealised sense of community prevailed 
and where Britain still ruled the waves. 

The latter encapsulates the mindset of the BNP. 
But talk of a global conspiracy often goes back to the 
Jewish question. Ever since the publication of the 
antisemitic forgery The Protocols of the Learned Elders of 
Zion, notions of Jewish attempts of world dominance 
have been a staple in fascist propaganda. Talk of 


multinationals, expansionism and globalisation has 
allowed for coded versions of this thesis. Griffin often 
plays on the longstanding notion of the “rootless Jew” by 
purporting to have no problem with Jews, so long as 
they are “loyal to this country”. Jewish/ Zionist influence 
is viewed by the BNP to be very much global in nature. 

The media are no exception. It is no secret that Griffin 
reserves a special hatred for the press. The British media 
have always stood firmly against fascism given this 
country’s role in the Second World War. Griffin admitted 
that without media campaigns against the BNP last May, 
“we would have won several dozen seats”. But it is not 
for this reason alone that the media are regarded with 
suspicion. In Who are the Mindbenders, Griffin outlined 
what he perceived to be the real problem distorting 
Britain’s media: “very few people in Britain are aware of 
the huge influence over the mass media exercised by a 
certain ethnic minority, namely the Jews”. Jews are 
accused of “providing us with an endless diet of pro- 
multiracial, pro-homosexual, anti-British trash’. 

Who are the Mindbenders was published in 1996. 
It is unlikely that Griffin would produce a publication 
like this now, given that he is intent on treading a path 
towards respectability. But we cannot be naive enough 
to think that antisemitism exists only where it is openly 
expressed. It surfaces often enough when the guard is 
down for us to realise that it remains an undercurrent in 
BNP thought. Very often it is a case of reading between 
the lines. The BNP remains a nazi-style party because its 
antisemitism cannot be fully replaced by new themes. 

Indeed the old antisemitism is fully in evidence in the 
BNP’s internet book club launched in 2001. A large 
proportion of the 79 titles then available were openly 
antisemitic or pro-Nazi. The book list is now much 
shorter but the writers featured still include a high 
percentage of Jew-baiters, Jew-haters and believers in a 
Jewish or Zionist financial and political conspiracy. 

But as the BNP reinvents itself, its danger will also 
grow. Right-wing extremism is not what it once was. 
Where it was once a tribal subculture, now it is slick and 
understated. While there is nothing subtle about 
Griffin’s thesis that Jews control the media, there is 
something almost bland about his bluster. Griffin sees 
his appeal as being rooted in intelligence and charisma. 
But he is also decidedly banal. As Adorno — a German- 
Jewish academic forced to flee Germany under the Nazi 
regime — succinctly put it, “Hitler posed as a composite 
of King Kong and the suburban barber”. A far-right 
leader needs charisma, but he must also appear to be 
like an ordinary follower. It is in 
this ordinariness that danger lies. 
As Primo Levi warned, “Monsters 
exist, but they are too few in 
number to be truly dangerous. 
Most dangerous are the 
common men, the functionaries 
ready to believe and to act 
without asking questions.” 
The far right is putting a new 
mask onto its tired old face. 
But though the names may 
be changing and the style 
may be shifting, essentially 
the song remains the same. 
We must be more on our guard 
than ever in the battle against 
the antisemitism and racism 
that threaten to divide our 
cities and destroy democracy. 


The people who rule Britain 
through control of the mass media 


Who are the 
MIND-BENDERS 
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place in the sun 
the life and times of 


JOSEPH PEARCE 


Joseph Pearce is one of the traditional Catholic right’s best known exponents. 
The author of several books on literary themes, he currently occupies the position of 
writer in residence at Ave Maria College in Michigan, USA. Yet his past hides a multitude 
of sins, including two jail sentences for his nazi activities and a family he left behind. 
Gerry Gable turns the searchlight on the murky recesses in the life of Joseph Pearce. 





oe Pearce grew up in east London during the 1970s 


Joe Pearce heyday of the National Front . By the time he was 
as criminal 14, the scowling long-haired kid was leading fascist 
~ fascist activist protests outside local schools. 

As the young Turks of the NF came under the 


in the 1980s 

3 influence of Roberto Fiore’s on-the-run Italian terrorists 
he joined their ranks. Soon he was rubbing shoulders 
with those in the movement who had attended 
Cambridge and other universities. Joe was a fast learner. 
Not only could he don his bowver boots and do battle on 
the streets, he also helped establish Rock Against 
Communism, which went on to become the 
international nazi hate music movement. He could 
write and organise. 

Soon his name was appearing regularly in the 
changing NF’s polemical and cultural publication, 
Nationalism Today, which for a period he edited. 

He gained notoriety as editor of the hate sheet Bulldog, 
with its praise for football hooligans, its “League of 
Louts” and its illegal hit lists of potential victims ranging 
from judges and teachers to unfortunate Ulster 
journalists such as Jim Campbell, who was nearly fatally 
wounded by loyalist gunmen after his name appeared. 

By 1983 the authorities had had enough of Pearce’s 
antics. He was jailed, only to find kindred spirits among 
= the warders at Chelmsford prison, where he worked 
with a racist killer to produce material that was 
smuggled out so that Bulldog could continue. On his 
release he lost no time in getting involved in the NF’s 
Instant Response Unit, set up to attack the fascists’ 
opponents whenever the opportunity arose. In this 
= enterprise he worked with some of the heavies 

surrounding Ian Stuart Donaldson, the late leader of the 
nazi band, Skrewdriver. 

As the new forces within the NF fought a bitter 
ideological turf war, Pearce remained constant in his 
writings and activities in supporting distributism. In this 
Pearce was being heavily influenced by right-wing 

He Catholic ideas, although he had not yet become a 
Catholic and admits that at that time he had close 
links with loyalist paramilitaries in Northern Ireland. 
They included the arch thug Johnny “Mad Dog” Adair, 
who attended a nazi gig at the family home of Nick 
Griffin, now the leader of the British National Party, and 
marched with Pearce in Ulster. 
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Pearce was soon back behind bars and this time he 
had to be placed in protective custody as both warders 
and prisoners were hostile to him. When the slogan 
“Free Joe Pearce” appeared in Bethnal Green, some local 
joker turned it into “A Free Joe Pearce with every packet 
of Nazipops’. 

Pearce says that by 1985 he had become disillusioned 
with the politics of hate. However his actions do not 
exactly support that claim. 

In February 1987 he stood as an NF candidate in a 
by-election in Greenwich. In April 1987 he wrote 
Skrewdriver: The First Ten Years: The Way It’s Got To Be! 
He had been in prison with Ian Stuart and the book's 
closing remarks show not the slightest remorse for his 
politics of hate. “For my part I’ve enjoyed the small role 
I played in Skrewdriver - The First Ten Years. But, far 
more importantly, I shall be proud and honoured to play 
my part in Skrewdriver - The Next Ten Years!” 

As he moved between the growing madness of the NF 
Political Soldiers, with their links to backers of terrorism 
and racial extremists of all hues, and Ian Anderson's 
more traditional NE sinister forces were at work in his 
life. He developed a strong association with a serving 
police officer, Jim Capes, who was sacked for causing a 
major security scare when he handed over details of 
senior police officers’ home addresses and telephone 
numbers to the fascists. And, just a brief time before WPC 
Yvonne Fletcher was gunned down outside the Libyan 
People’s Bureau offices in London, Pearce had been 
inside trying to negotiate with Colonel Gadaffi’s officials. 

At this point Pearce appears to have moved away from 
high profile far-right politics and took off for Norfolk 
with his hard man fascist friend Roger Denny. They had 
plans to set up a business buying and renovating 
country cottages. In giving up his old life Pearce has 
airbrushed out his young wife and two children, whom 
he seems no longer to acknowledge in interviews with 
Catholic journalists. 

Pearce came under the wing of Aidan Mackey, a long- 
time Catholic traditionalist, vice chair of the NF and 
personal friend of A K Chesterton, the NF’s first leader. It 
was Mackey who brought Pearce to the Catholic Church. 

Gossip around the far right when Pearce appeared in 
the mid-1990s for the first time as an author and 
Catholic academic is that he got his first marriage 
annulled by convincing the Church hierarchy, with no 


little help from his well placed friends, that he wanted to 
enter the priesthood. 

By this time he was a visiting tutor at Brasenose 
College, Oxford, while working for a Catholic book 
distributor and publisher that was closely linked to the 
G K Chesterton Society and other outfits pushing Hilaire 
Belloc’s antisemitic ideas. This circle, and the 
Distributist League in which Mackey was a key player, 
became the launch pad to Pearce’s new life in the USA. 

Between 1996 and 2003 Pearce has written 11 books 
and numerous articles, given dozens of lectures 
around the world and appeared on television and radio. 
In September 2001 he became writer in residence at 
Ave Maria College in Michigan, a Catholic college 
financed by Thomas Monaghan, the billionaire former 
owner of the Domino's Pizza chain. 

Soon afterwards he became a co-editor of the college 
journal, St Austin’s Review. By 2002 he was on the 
International Advisory Board of Chavanges 
International Catholic Boys’ College in France ... and so 
onwards and upwards. 

Nobody appears ever to have given Pearce a hard time 
in an interview. His carefully orchestrated chats with 
Catholic journalists representing the church’s more 
traditional views have let him off the hook. Yet it is clear 
that the traditional antisemitism he embraced as a youth 
has not left him. In one such interview he defended 
G K Chesterton saying he “loved Jews as individuals. 
If he had any hostility for Judaism, it was as a concept.” 

Last month Pearce was due to give a lecture entitled 
“From Skinhead to Scholar”. Whatever he said there 
should be taken with a large dose of scepticism. 
Our photographs of Pearce in his earlier incarnation 
never show him as a skinhead. 

Still, with a new wife and a place in the sun as Ave 
Maria College moves lock, stock and fascist to the 
smartest part of Florida, one can only wonder if Pearce 
ever thinks about his children and former wife and those 
pretty NF girls in Leeds in the good old days. 

He must have some influential friends in the US because 
itis beyond us how a man with two hate crime convictions 
could not only enter the country but be appointed to an 
academic post there. Next month we reveal the sinister 
network of which Pearce has become part. 


more on Pearce overleaf > 


Pearce 
(centre) with 
supporters as 
National 
Front 
parliamentary 
by-election 
candidate in 
Greenwich, 
February 
1987 
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FROM CONVICT 


TO CONVERT 


Joe Pearce’s literary transformation 


into Joseph Pearce’ 


“Once all non-whites have been returned to their lands of ethnic 
origin, and once a mono-racial society is re-established, the 
British worker will be able to fight for all the other freedoms which 
he is presently denied.” 


Joe Pearce, The Fight for Freedom, 1983 


“lan Stuart Donaldson is G K Chesterton in Doc Marten boots.” 
Joe Pearce, Skrewdriver — The First Ten Years, 1987, describing the late 


unlamented nazi skinhead leader, Ian Stuart Donaldson. 


same league as those of his later incarnation as “Joseph” 

Pearce, writes Alex Jordan. The two publications listed 
above were pamphlets produced by the National Front which 
were full of the same gutter racism that filled the pages of 
Bulldog, the Young NF rag that Pearce edited and whose 
violent racist content led to the first of his two prison 
sentences in 1982. These writings seem a long way from the 
literary biographies that he has published in recent years 
with a number of major mainstream publishers but the 
purpose of this article is to trace the elements of continuity 
in Pearce’s writings which raise concern. 

According to a recent interview with Pearce, in the 1980s 
he “had views about blacks and Jews which were far from 
Christian” and it was reading G K Chesterton and Hilaire 
Belloc while in prison that led him to be interested in 
Catholicism and to question his fascist beliefs. He claims 
that he dropped out of politics altogether in the 1980s and 
was received into the Catholic Church in 1989. He then 
spent eight years working at a book wholesaler and 
researching his Chesterton biography with the former NF 
member Aidan Mackey of the G K Chesterton Study Centre. 

Pearce’s first mainstream book was his biography of 
G K Chesterton published in 1996. His latest is a biography 
of Hilaire Belloc published in hardback last year. He has 
now written or edited 12 books including biographies of the 
Franco-supporting poet Roy Campbell, the Russian exile 
Solzhenitsyn, Oscar Wilde and Tolkien, a work on literary 
converts to Catholicism and a novel. He is also the co-editor 
of The St Austin Review, a Christian journal. It is clear that 
Pearce has chosen these subjects because of their links to 
Catholicism and in each of the biographies this is the facet 
of his subject’s life that he emphasises. However some of 


J: Pearce’s first literary efforts were not quite in the 


Tolkien's Lord of the Rings was voted book of the century by 
readers and is currently undergoing a huge revival on the 
back of the acclaimed film trilogy. Joseph Pearce has 
received wide publicity in the US on the back of his 
biography of the writer and several other books on him. 
While Pearce views Tolkien rather one-sidedly through the 
lens of his own Catholic ideology, there have been 
numerous attempts by the far right to claim Tolkien as one 
of their own. Many fascists live in a fantasy world at the best 
of times and like the Nazis are often drawn to medieval 
imagery, notions of sacrifice and comradeship and mythical 
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these writers are not entirely uncontroversial figures and 
there has been some criticism that Pearce has deliberately 
skated over some of the more unsavoury aspects of their 
writing — especially their antisemitism. 

G K Chesterton (1874-1936) and Hilaire Belloc (1870- 
1953) were writers who deliberately tried to be provocative, 
awkward and contradictory in their essays, poems and novels 
and it is difficult to pin either of them down to one consistent 
political position. However, Chesterton (now best known for his 
Father Brown detective stories) and Belloc (now best known, 
if at all, for his comic verse) were also the leading figures in 
the development of distributism and both have been accused 
of antisemitism. Although both men condemned the Nazis’ 
persecution of the Jews, they shared a dislike of Judaism and 
Jewish culture which often manifested itself in unpleasant 
and injudicious antisemitic remarks. Belloc, in particular, often 
let his rants about international finance lapse into nasty 
antisemitism and, as the lawyer and writer Anthony Julius has 
stated, he was “[t]he last English intellectual who tried to 
develop a hostile theory of the Jews”. 

Pearce is keen to defend both writers from charges of 
antisemitism in his biographies and this has attracted 
criticism from reviewers. The Sunday Telegraph’s reviewer 
stated of the Chesterton biography, “There are sins of 
omission and he does sanitise Chesterton on anti- 
Semitism. He wants to put the best interpretation on it. 
It’s not obnoxious though, nor is it a very good book.” 
Similarly, Hywel Williams wrote of the Belloc biography in 
The Guardian that “In this largely uncritical work, Joseph 
Pearce skates over the question of Belloc’s anti-Semitism, 
the central disfiguring fact of his oeuvre ....[H]e really did 
see international Jewry’ as a rootless cosmopolitan force.” 

Pearce obviously idolises both of the writers and may just 
be trying to present fellow Catholics in the best possible 
light. Pearce’s readers might think, in fairness to him, that 
he has also written about a number of other writers where 
such issues are irrelevant. In fact closer examination 
reveals this is not entirely the case. Bloomsbury and 
Beyond: The Friends and Enemies of Roy Campbell and a 
more recent book, Solzhenitsyn: A Soul in Exile, on the 
Russian writer who was also an antisemite, reviewed in two 
lengthy articles in the fascist magazine Spearhead, further 
demonstrate Pearce’s political as well as religious 
approach. Given Pearce’s background as a leading member 
of an antisemitic fascist group, omissions such as in the 
Chesterton and Belloc biographies are bound to cause 
concern. Pearce claims that his conversion is total but until 
Searchlight is convinced that he wholeheartedly condemns 
all forms of racism, bigotry and antisemitism and that he 
has no ongoing contact with his former fascist friends, it 
would seem legitimate to question whether his conversion 
has been as absolute as he would have us believe? 





ONE RING TO FOOL THEM ALL 


ideas of a lost golden age. However these opportunistic 
attempts to hijack the Lord of the Rings for racist and 
fascist purposes are entirely (and appropriately) fantasy. 
The Lord of the Rings is a complex work which can be 
read and enjoyed on many levels and like most great books 
it is resistant to any single interpretive framework. This has 
not stopped the bigots on the right from trying for some 
years. In 1984 the National Front’s New Dawn published an 
article by Paul Comben entitled Tolkien — Ring-bearer for 
Racial Nationalism which claimed, “Any NF member reading 
Tolkien’s major works could not fail to see their racial 
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such as The Outline of Sanity (1928). 


Distributism offers a “third way” alternative to capitalism 


and socialism. It advocates a wider distribution of individual 
personal property, believing that each person is entitled to 
their own house, “a few acres and a cow”. It is in favour of 
individualism, the family, tradition, small business and a 
decentralised economy, and opposed to the state, 
collectivism, trade unions and corporations (both public and 
private). Distributists are keen supporters of self-sufficiency, 
agrarian or “back to the land” ideas and distrust technology. 
The belief in the primacy of private property leads to a strong 
dislike of banks, building societies and other organisations 
which lend money to buy property. “Usury” is therefore 
condemned vociferously and this can spill over into the 
familiar stereotypical and conspiratorial antisemitism that 
“the Jews are controlling the banks and money”. 

In practice, the idea is that a group of “new peasant” 
families could reclaim land and establish small farming and 
crafts-based communities which trade with each other and 
could avoid the dangers of “corrupt” and “decadent” modern 
society. The inspiration for this is the mediaeval guild system 
which predated the industrial revolution and the birth of 
modern capitalism. This has also influenced a number of 
attempts by far-right and racist groups to establish their own 
“racially pure” communities. 

Because of the Catholic beliefs of Belloc and Chesterton, 
distributism has been a persistent strand within Catholicism 
and some trace its origins back to a papal edict of 1891. 
The Distributist League was launched with G K Chesterton as 
its chairman in 1926 and began to spread the distributist 
message with fairly limited success. A number of small 
circulation Chesterton-inspired newsletters kept the faith 
alive after this, including Aidan Mackey’s The Distributist, 
established in the late 1950s, and The Liverpool Newsletter, 
started in 1960 and now edited by Anthony Cooney. 


Distributism is taken up by the far right 
Mackey, a staunch Catholic, was a leading member of the 
reactionary, racist and imperialist League of Empire 





message”. This provoked a stinging response in Searchlight 
(August 1985) from the then Chairman of The Tolkien 
Society, Brin Dunsire, who stated, “As far as | can see his 
[Comben’s] main argument is selective, inconsistent and 
fallacious and therefore typical of one with propaganda in 
mind”. Mr Dunsire also pointed out that Tolkien had a well- 
established record of anti-racism as can be seen in his 
letters and his opposition to apartheid. Paul Nash’s claims 
in a review in Nationalism Today in the 1980s that the 


book’s ecological message tallied with the National Front’s 
can also be seen as ludicrous. 

The Young BNP website also claimed that Lord of the 
Rings was “a must-have book for all BNP supporters”. 
David Doughan, a Tolkien Society member, rightly took this 
view to task in an article in The Sunday Times last year 





f tributist ‘ideology wilderness. 





Pearce, the current BNP leader Nick Griffin, Derek Holland, _ 


_ Patrick Harrington and others used the magazine Nationalism 


Today as a vehicle to present their new “radical” nationalism. 
Their new variant of fascism also tried to co-opt a number of 
marginal English traditions including distributism. 

Nationalism Today explained the NF’s new economic 
policy in distributist terms, sold Chesterton’s & Belloc’s work 
and interviewed right-wing Catholic priests. In one article 
Griffin and Pearce spelled out the NF’s version of the creed, 
“The NF believes that millions more of our people should 
return to the land since this will provide a healthy permanent 
and spiritually fulfilling way of life for them ... multinationals 
and big business will be broken up. They will be replaced by 
thousands of small businesses ... The Distributist society will 
provide permanent employment because it will sever all links 
with the international capitalist system.” 

When the NF split again in 1989, the two factions that 
emerged, the Third Way run by Harrington and the 
International Third Position (ITP) run by Holland and Colin 
i Lee {orem ofe) tavarexe)alt{a16|cVe ma (one 0) (0) oy-J=r-1tour= xe (cie¢] oO tisiem rere) ale) aal(e 
policy. The Third Way, now the self-styled “Voice of the 
Radical Centre”, is a small and fairly insignificant 
organisation despite a fairly impressive website and claims 
to have left much of its extremism and racism behind. 

The ITP still advocates a staunchly distributist policy as well 
as a curious mishmash of ultra-Catholicism, racism, militant 
anti-abortionism and crude antisemitism and has recently 
been making advances on the nazi music scene. The ITP now 
has a secure base and training centre in the UK as it was 
bequeathed a large property in Liss Forest, Hampshire, when 
the veteran right-winger and antisemite Rosine de Bounevialle 
died in 2000. The ITP has also actually tried to put the 
distributist vision into practice by buying property in rural 
France and Spain in the 1990s but, like the National Socialist 
Alliance’s similar attempt to set up an “Aryan Homeland” in 
the UK, this venture ultimately proved unsuccessful. 

Distributism as a political ideology is not inherently fascist 
but anti-fascists need to understand these ideas and how 
they have continued to be adopted by elements of the far 
right, as well as be aware of their antisemitic permutations. 


quoting fantasy writer Ursula Le Guin’s perceptive 
comment, “No ideologues are going to be happy with 
Tolkien unless they manage it by misreading him”. 

More recently, there have been articles by Stephen 
Goodson and Gareth Hurley in Spearhead (the latter is so 
on top of the material that he misspells the author’s name 
as Tolkein throughout the piece) which try and claim that 
the rings of the book are a metaphor for “usury” because 
Tolkien apparently read some copies of the racist 
publication Candour. In response to this, the final word 
should go to Tolkien himself. When asked to prove his 
“Aryan” heritage by a German publisher in the 1930s he 
replied, “I have many Jewish friends and should regret 
giving any colour to the notion that | subscribe to the wholly 
pernicious and unscientific race-doctrine”. 
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New trades council aims to 
drive racism out of Oldham 


by Martin Gleeson of Oldham Trades 
Union Council 


JANUARY 4, 2003 will be an unforgettable date in the 
history of the newly re-formed Oldham Trades Union 
Council. Formed out of the rank-and-file Oldham Trade 
Unions Against Racism and Fascism, but now with 
official TUC backing, the trades council intends as one 
of its primary objectives to play a co-ordinating role in 
the anti-fascist movement in Oldham. 

The general purpose of Oldham TUC is to help unions 
within the town to work together to win new rights and 
deliver a better quality of life for the whole of society. 
It will do this by using union strength both within the 
workplaces and in the community. Besides tackling 
racism and fascism, other important areas for us are 
public services, employment rights, manufacturing 
industry, young workers and health and safety. 

The new officers were quietly spending the Christmas 
holidays planning for our inaugural meeting in January 
when news broke of the awful murder of the Oldham 
taxi driver Israr Hussein. Within days of the tragedy a 
march and rally were organised to protest against 
violent attacks at work, highlighted by the series of 
attacks on predominantly Asian taxi drivers which 
culminated in the fatal stabbing of Mr Hussein. 

Oldham TUC called the march and rally and secured 
approval from the police and council. This was 
important because memories were still fresh of the 
cruelly aborted Oldham Carnival in October 2001, 
when an event devised jointly by Oldham United 
Against Racism and the Anti Nazi League was cancelled, 
allegedly due to safety fears. This time it was to prove 
different. Most significantly, the combination of 
Oldham TUC’s standing in the wider labour move- 
ment and the backing of local community groups made 
for a potent and effective force in getting the event 
to take place. 

The ANL played a prominent role in building the 
event, and deserves much credit for the organisational 
skills and enthusiasm which helped to sustain the 
project. Those to be thanked for their support, practical 
assistance and advice are stalwarts of the anti-racist 
movement Oldham United Against Racism, Oldham 
Women Against Racism, The Afro Caribbean Project in 
Oldham, Glodwick West Indian Association, the 
Pukhtoon Resource Centre and Oldham ANL. 

The event itself was judged to be a success. About 200 
people from all sections of the community braved 
the bitter cold of a winter's day in Oldham town centre 
to come on the march. Speakers at the rally included 
trade unionists, an Oldham councillor and representa- 
tives of the Pakistani Youth Association and the North 
West TUC. 

The event was not without its critics though. One 
recurring theme was that because the murderer was still 
at large, we could not definitely prove that this particular 


incident was racist in character. As a trade union 
organisation, we argued that violence against people at 
work — whether racist or not — is unacceptable and must 
stop. While some protesters were drawn in by our more 
inclusive approach, the majority of protesters were 
clearly of the view that the environment of racism and 
fascist activity in which these attacks have taken place is 
a factor that should not be ignored. 

The other criticism relates to the Hussein family’s 
decision publicly to dissociate themselves from the 
march. It was very difficult to decide to press on in these 
circumstances and some people think we were wrong to 
do so; but by focusing on the general trend towards 
increasingly violent attacks on taxi drivers, and 
removing any suggestion of highlighting this latest 
incident in isolation, we thought we had reached a 
justifiable compromise. 

The ultimate justification for the protest was that 
racist or indeed any kind of attacks on anybody are 
not acceptable, and Oldham has had enough. Oldham 
TUC intends to be at the forefront of the ongoing 
campaign to drive the instigators of the troubles 
permanently out of business. We hope that this is only 
the first in a series of successful events and campaigns 
by the Oldham TUC. 


Correction 


The Right Reverend David 
James, Bishop of Bradford 


Last December we suggested that the Right 
Reverend David James, Bishop of Bradford, had 
taken part in a Friday night debate at Durham 
University on the motion “this house believes 
that multiculturalism has failed”. Darcus Howe, 
the black journalist, was also listed as opposing. 
The two proposers were Derek Turner, the 
self-confessed nazi and editor of Right Now, and 
Dr Aidan Rankin, who has known far-right 
associations. 

As we reported, Howe did not show up, but our 
report failed to point out that the Rt Rev David 
James also did not take part. In fact at the time he 
was advertised as a speaker he was not yet the 
Bishop of Bradford but the Suffragen Bishop of 
Pontefract and had never received any invitation. 
If he had done so, he certainly would not have 
taken part in a debate on this subject or with 
these opponents. His secretary told us that several 
people in Bradford have drawn this lie to the 
Bishop's attention. 

This is not the first incidence of far-right activity 
on Durham's campus and as it cannot be the same 
students over a 12-year period, perhaps the culprits 
are among the academic or administrative staff. 

Searchlight is happy to correct the record and 
wishes the Bishop well in his new post. 
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The British National Party was formed in 1982 by John Tyndall and a small 
group of supporters who had previously been involved in the National Front. 
For most of the next 20 years the party remained on the margins of British 
politics. Today, it believes it is on the verge of a political breakthrough. 
it presently has five local councillors but expects to increase this total 
substantially in May. Nick Lowles investigates. 


ACE wit 
The BNP is led by Nick Griffin, a Cambridge law 
graduate, who lives in Welshpool, Wales. He replaced 
Tyndall in September 1999 after winning an 
acrimonious leadership battle. 

Griffin heads an advisory council that meets monthly. 
His right-hand man is Tony Lecomber, who is 
responsible for the development of party branches. 

The BNP claims 29 paid staff, though most of them are 
part-time. These include Mick Treacy and John Salvage, 
who have received the equivalent of two or three days a 
week pay. 


VARSUETS Ded ea 
The BNP has 3,400 members. This is a double its 1999 
level and reflects its growing support. 

Meetings in Burnley, Blackburn, Halifax and Bradford 
have attracted over 100 people, while meetings in the 
North East, Oldham, the Black Country and London 
_ have attracted between 50-80 people. 


Identity is the monthly BNP magazine and The Voice of 
Freedom is its newspaper. The party has also begun 
producing a monthly CD and video magazine. 

The BNP regularly brings out special editions of its 
paper to accompany election campaigns. In the recent 
Stoke mayoral election, the BNP produced a four-page 
special on Stoke that was circulated with its ordinary 
edition. 

Last May the North East BNP region produced 
The British Worker, an eight-page newspaper that 
focused heavily on the area’s industrial decline. The party 
has also produced two issues of a countryside paper. 

In addition, party members receive a monthly bulletin 
and organisers receive an organisers’ bulletin. Some 
local branches produce their own newsletter. 


Nick Griffin 
The BNP has a number of groups within the party that 
specialise on certain topics; only some of them actually 
function while others merely exist on paper. 

Darren James, from Devon, runs the party’s Land and 
People group. During last autumn’s Countryside 
Alliance march in central London, James, in 
collaboration with Griffin, oversaw the production and 
distribution of over 50,000 copies of The Countrysider, 
an eight-page BNP paper. 

The Young BNP is now led by Tony 
Wentworth, a student at Salford University. — 
He replaced Mark Collett who was removed 
from the post after making pro-Hitler and 
Nazi statements on a television programme 
last November. The Young BNP holds an 
activities’ weekend for young members. 

There are also ABEX (Association of 
British Ex-servicemen), FAIR (Families 
Against Immigrant Racism), BSA (British 
Student Association) and the almost 
laughable Ethnic Liaison Committee. 


BNP branches operate around the country, but - 
its strength lies in the North West, (particularly 
Oldham, Burnley and Blackburn), the Black 
Country and West Yorkshire (Bradford & 
Keighley, Halifax and Kirkless). 

It has begun making advances 
Sunderland, Gateshead and Stoke. 

The party remains in a poor state in London, 
though it has the potential for substantial support 
in outer East London. However, at present, the 
party lacks organisation and activists in the capital. 

While the BNP will be focusing on its key areas, 
it is apparent that in the current climate of media — 
hysteria over asylum the party could receive a good © 
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vote wherever it contests an election. Two exceptions 
are Scotland and Wales, where the party is virtually 
non-existent. This is partly due to the presence of 
domestic nationalist groups but also the result of 
poor local political organisation. 


sUbiberet esa pha iik- 

The BNP is all things to all people. In the North East 
the party has claimed to be Britain’s “non-Marxist 
socialist party” while in the South West it is attempting 
to attract disillusioned Conservative voters. 

Asylum continues to be the central plank of BNP 
propaganda and the party has also been able to link 
this issue with the growing fear of Islamic 
fundamentalism. Recent BNP literature has attempted 
to portray al-Qaeda as the true face of Islam. 

In the urban areas of northern England, the BNP 
has campaigned heavily on the supposed preferential 
funding given to predominantly Asian districts. The 
party has used this to demonstrate how white people 
are now second-class citizens in their own country. 


i] 1 tui 1 + ' ' 

After years of contesting high profile national 
elections with very limited success, the BNP has 
made local council elections its central focus. 
Adopting the Liberal Democrat strategy of 
community politics, the BNP has realised that 
localised success snowballs. 

Branches are encouraged to identify target wards 
where most, if not all, of its local resources can be 
concentrated, produce ward-level bulletins and 
repeatedly introduce its intended candidates to local 
voters. 

The BNP has announced its intention to contest 200 
council wards in May 2003 and 400 the following year. 
While it is expecting to gain several new councillors in 
May, especially if the asylum hysteria continues, it is 
in 2004 that the party anticipates it will emerge as a 
major political force. Boundary changes will mean 
that many councils will be holding elections for all 
seats, with the BNP expecting to win one of the three 
vacancies in every ward in dozens of areas. 

The BNP will also be hoping to gain representation 
in the European Parliament. With only 8.5% needed 
in the England North West constituency, 7.5% in 
London, and 10.5% in Yorkshire, the possibility of 
BNP success is very real. With MEPs, the BNP breaks 
through onto the national and international stage. 
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Glasgow Deryk Smith 


North Cumbria Paul Stafford 


Bradford North Arthur Bentley 
Bradford South Paul Cromie 


Isle of Man Peter Dawson 


Clitheroe Peter McQuaid 


Burnley Steve Smith 
Blackburn Simon Bennett 
Halifax Adrian Marsden 
Batley John Wilkinson 
Liverpool Joe Owens 
Manchester Allan Payne 
Bolton lan Hague 
Stoke Steve Batkin 
Oswestry Mike Norwood 
Derby Keith Sharp 
Tamworth Keith Boyall 
Dudley Simon Darby 
Gloucester Bob Wallace 
Wiltshire & Swindon Robert Bagg 
Bristol Clive Courtney 
North Devon Peter Chantier 
East Devon Peter Lucas 





Somerset Bruce Cowd 
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| Plymouth West Marie D« 


Cornwall Peter Mullins 


Plymouth East Nick and 


on/Bucks John Sweeney | _ 


=— ee ee 


~ Aberdeen Mark Scott | Sees see g Enfield John Cope 


iS, ScheeSh tt 


North West London lan Edwards East London Jason Douglas 


hy JD Badal ee oes _| City & Westminster Michael Anderson 


_| Lewisham Barry Roberts 
South Shields David Delaney Sasi 2 ease sae 
2 Kingston & Merton Daniel Thomas fukicne 
- Gateshead Kevin Scott = 
L— Sunderland John Martin | Bexley James Seaddon 
County Durham Trevor Agnew 3 ade Bob Gertner 
Leeds Mark Collett . 


Wakefield Graham Hardy 
Dewsbury Nick Cass 
a The BNP branch 
oncaster untin 
é The BNP has over 80 units around 
Oldham Mick Treacy the country. They are either fully 
functioning branches or, if newer or 
, Mansfield Stephen Belshaw smaller, groups. 
- Walsall William Locke The BNP branch is supposed to 


meet on a monthly basis and is run by 


Hull David Hannam the local BNP organiser. In some of 


Leicestershire & Rutland Seis aoe pee ee ee ge 
Graham Eustace such as Burnley, other members of 
the branch have specific roles to 


perform, but usually it is the local 
: organiser who is solely responsible for 
running the branch. Smaller branches 

or groups meet less frequently. 
The branch meeting is generally held 
in a local pub. There is usually at least 


* 2 one speaker from outside the area. 
—_—s Sandwell John Savage : : ; 
of There is no formal business at this 


Harlow & Bishops Stortford meeting and no internal democracy. 
Steve Johnson The guest speaker will normally talk 


" : Basiaae Mt ; about national or regional issues while 
asildon Matthew Single the local organiser will focus on the 


local agenda and party activities. 
Collections are held at the end of 
every meeting. The money goes either 





Reading Scott Windor 


We Woking Frank McAllister 
: : 7 towards the branch’s local election fund 


Eastbourne Alan Winder {7 “4 to pay for a local or regional organiser 


on Abbott || Bournemouth | a — = \ == 3 ae 
Poe | Peter Shaw \ Haywards Heath Gary Smith | = who might be on a part-time wage. 


aE Branch organisers are encouraged to 


| Salisbury Peter Hunter | Worthing Darren Copeland | produce regular members’ bulletins but 


ce : many branches do not. Some bulletins 


endy Jones | 7 are produced on a regional basis. 


| Chairman | Nick Griffin Runs elections and national campaigns and events. His position as chairman 
can only be challenged by a BNP member with a minimum of five years in the party supported by a 
petition of 100 party members. Elected by postal vote of members. Has total control of the party. 


Prairies Scott McLean Appointed by the party leadership. Has no real 
power or specific role, though carries out much of the mundane and dirty work of the 
party. Sits on internal disciplinary board. 


PUTT em L-tyyuttia Fony Lecomber The much disliked national organiser. 


Responsible for the development of local branches and the distribution of party literature. Was 
formerly also the London organiser but had to drop post after mutiny of London organisers. 


irate ae) mit at iCi a’ Chris Beverley Combines this role with running the 


Excalibur merchandising operation. A German language student at Leeds University, he has 
very close links with the German nazi party, the NPD. 


CCl mya) ar C le Martin Wingfield Joined the party in June 2001 having previously been in 
the National Front and the National Democrats. Ran the BNP’s local election campaign in Burnley last 
year before taking over the party’s monthly magazine, Identity, and its newspaper, The Voice of Freedom. 


ira Cy mm ice cim cra lity(y-. Simon Darby Has run the party’s internet operation since 


coming over from the National Democrats. Is now in charge of the monthly audio CD and video 


operations. Darby, who also runs the email newsletter, is the party’s West Midlands organiser. 


act aitt-ta Dr Phil Edwards Real name Stuart Russell. Directs the BNP media 
operation from his East Midlands home. He is particularly deft at telling local newspapers of 
the party’s plans to run local candidates simply as a means to generate publicity. 


race aeCiiiieiieclituie Chris Green A former Tory council candidate, Peterborough- 
based Green runs the party’s membership, enquiries and general correspondence service. 
He is also in charge of the subscriptions for the party’s publications. 


DEC E Bicr cits John Brayshaw York-based Brayshaw is in charge of the party’s finances. Used 
new legislation to regionalise party bank accounts, so preventing local branches from holding their own 
funds. Now has to pay the 29 full and part-time party workers. Has worked as a security guard. 


tits ag Jean Thomas Nick Griffin's mother and _| (ae Regi on al 
wife of Edgar Griffin, a key supporter of lain Duncan Smith’s Tory @* 4 


leadership campaign. She is on a part-time wage and lives close ; Organi Sey eS rs 


to Nick Griffin in Welshpool. 


Scotland Scott McLean 


eid Warren Bennett A fitting job for a football ing La RARE 
hooligan and ex-C18 thug. Organises the security of national North West Chris sackaan 
BNP events, though has angered some BNP organisers by his eee 2 ote ton eee 


continued involvement in football violence. Yorkshire Mark Collett 
West Midlands Simon Darby 


East Midlands Stephen Belshaw 
South West Robert Braggs 
Devon & Cornwall Tony North 
London & Essex Chris Roberts 
Kent Tony Lecomber 


CTT Fee eirligiitciig Fony Wentworth Replaced the 


disgraced Mark Collett shortly before Christmas. A student at 
Salford University, who has yet to do anything in the job. Joined 
the BNP in southeast London in 1999. 
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BNP candidate jailed for shooting 

A BNP member and former election candidate has been 
jailed for three years for shooting a man at point blank 
range. Edward John Sheppard, of Tywyn near Welshpool, 
was convicted just before Christmas for shooting 
Christopher Willans, 22. 

The court heard how Willans had mistakenly knocked 
on Sheppard’s window believing it to be part of a 
property owned by a close friend. On discovering his 
mistake, Willans apologised to Sheppard and 
immediately left the area. 

While walking home Willans was confronted by 
Sheppard who shot him at close range through his car 
window. Fortunately, Willans put out his hand as 
Sheppard fired the pistol, an action that probably saved 
his life. The bullet went into his wrist and travelled up 
his arm before exiting above his elbow. 

Sheppard’s conviction of Sheppard came only a few 
weeks before the BNP tried to exploit the shooting of 
two black teenagers in Birmingham with the launch 
of its campaign against illegal guns. Searchlight 
therefore expects Nick Griffin, who lives in nearby 
Welshpool, to lobby the Attorney-General for an 
extension to Sheppard’s sentence. 


Organiser fined for incitement 
The BNP’s Oswestry organiser was convicted a week before 
Christmas for displaying the party’s anti-lslam posters from 
a window of his Gobowen flat. In what appears to be the 
first prosecution for religiously aggravated public order, 
Mark Norwood, 40, was fined £300 and ordered to pay the 
£263 prosecution costs. 

Philip Browning, the district judge, concluded that the 
poster was insulting and hostile to Muslims. “I consider that 
the display of a poster such as this is not a demonstration 
but a provocative act,” he added. 

The case appears to have caused panic within the 
BNP and has led to the withdrawal of the poster as well 
as a leaflet claiming that al-Qaeda is the true face of 
Islam. BNP organisers in the West Midlands 
and the South West have been collecting up 
the remaining stocks of these leaflets and 
destroying them. 


Police probe hate group 

' Police in Gloucestershire have launched an 
investigation after a Nazi group threatened to 
harm asylum-seekers in the area. A local 
paper received a two-page letter purporting 
to come from a group calling itself the Kosavo 
(sic) Bashing Crew, which called asylum- 
seekers “cowards, thieves and wife-beaters” 
and vowed to “deal the problem ourselves”. 


Griffin moves against Tyndall 
For almost two decades the monthly magazine 
Spearhead was the mouthpiece of the British 
National Party. Owned and edited by the then 
party leader, John Tyndall, it carried the party 
line to BNP members at home and abroad. 
Now all this has changed. At the beginning of 
this year Spearhead was banned by the party’s 
current leader, Nick Griffin. 


The announcement was made in the BNP’s December 
organisers’ bulletin and forwarded to Tyndall in a private 
email. “We have been very patient with Mr. Tyndall, but his 
magazine is clearly now so hostile and so bad for morale, 
and his intention to breakaway so clear, that the time has 
come for Spearhead to be banned from all BNP activities 
and meetings,” Griffin wrote in the bulletin. “Anyone 
distributing Spearhead will be committing a serious 
disciplinary offence and be liable to be expelled.” 

Griffin’s decision followed two scathing articles by 
Tyndall in which he lambasted the party leadership over the 
Channel 4 Dispatches programme on Mark Collett and 
the Young BNP 

Writing in the December issue of Spearhead, Tyndall laid 
the blame for the debacle firmly at Griffin’s feet. “It was not 
Mark Collett who placed himself in the position in which his 
performance brought down ridicule on the BNP; it was Nick 
Griffin! Mr. Griffin is head of the party. In his hands lie 
decisions as to which party representatives will feature in TV 
programmes and which formats in those programmes the 
party will accept. To talk as if the blame lay with Collett — 
and with him alone — amounts to a disgraceful evasion 
of responsibility. 

“It was upon Mr. Griffin’s decision that Mark Collett was 
appointed leader of the Young BNP It was on Mr. Griffin’s 
decision that he was permitted to be filmed in the 
documentary. It was upon Mr. Griffin’s decision that 
the makers of the programme were given carte blanche to 
film Collett in the various settings that were shown. And it 
was Mr. Griffin’s responsibility to ensure that Collett was 
properly briefed as to how to conduct himself.” 

Tyndall’s five-page onslaught is only the latest in a 
number of critical articles about the BNP leadership. 

Griffin would like nothing more than to get rid of Tyndall 
and over the past few months he has suspended, expelled 
or isolated several of the former leader’s few remaining 
supporters. However, he knows that to expel Tyndall would 
cause an internal revolt, even among some party loyalists. 
So it would appear that Griffin is attempting to force Tyndall 
out by making life within the party so intolerable he is left 
with little choice. 

For the time being Tyndall is not playing ball and regularly 
reaffirms his loyalty to the BNP if not to the BNP leader. 
However, this situation cannot last. Sooner or later Tyndall 
will be out, but where he'll go is quite another matter. 
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Moving in: 
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Defeat the fascists 
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Maureen Foster interviews 
RMT General Secretary Bob Crow 


“It’s clear that we need to defeat fascism, 
not just at the ballot box but to defeat the 
ideology of fascism and racism”, says Bob 
Crow, general secretary of RMT, the rail maritime and 
transport union. He is forthright and stresses that RMT 
is totally opposed to fascism: “it is written into the 
constitution of RMT that being a racist disqualifies a 
person from membership of the union and that racists 
will be expelled from RMT”. 

He is proud of his union’s record of opposition to 
fascism stressing “RMT will use all the offices of the 
union not to discriminate on the grounds of colour, 
gender and sexual orientation”. He relates, “four years 
ago we had a member, John Moor, who was a bus driver 
from Wiltshire. We discovered that he was the editor of 
the National Front newspaper and we expelled him for 
it: specifically for being a member of the National Front. 
Because he was a fascist he brought the union into 
disrepute.” 

Bob comes from an Irish background and is keen to 
remind us that a hundred years ago the main targets of 
racism were the Irish. After the Irish, the Jews, mainly 
from Eastern Europe, were targets, then people from the 
West Indies and then Asians. He says there are always 
scapegoats created and that “fascists live like rats on the 
filth of a society breaking down’. 

The ruling class and the media create division and this 
is increasingly clear in the scapegoating of asylum 
seekers, he explains. Bob believes that if we want to defeat 
the growth of fascism we need to create a society where 
everybody has a job, a home and a health service 
providing good free health care. He maintains we must 
remind ourselves that this is possible and in this situation 
people will be cosmopolitan and live side by side. 

“Who our members vote for in the May elections is 
their business but we are asking them not to vote 
for a fascist party. We are calling on our members to 
work actively to oppose fascism in their workplaces 
and communities, and work in their trades councils and 














local anti fascist groups.” Bob continues, “these fascists, 
who have no place in a decent society, must 
be defeated”. 

Bob is clear that people want a different kind of 
politics and that they are frustrated. He says the Tories 
got kicked out because people wanted a Labour 
government with different policies. But we found, he 
says, that Tory and Labour policies are often identical 
and Labour policies are in some ways worse than those 
of the Tories, for example privatising the NHS. 
He stresses that we have a very right-wing government 
so people are in a vacuum of political ideas. We are 
seeing, he says, a very dangerous situation and in some 
ways the breakdown of society on which fascism thrives. 

He is concerned that in this climate the government is 
whipping up xenophobia: Bob asserts that “if 250 white 
Australians come to Britain there no problem but if it’s 
250 from Kosovo or 250 Asians, as far as the government 
is concerned there is a problem. When this is whipped 
up by the media and we have a lack of decent housing 
and jobs then its easier to blame asylum seekers than 
look at the real issues — the BNP live on this.” 

He is clear that RMT will stand firm and actively 
oppose fascism. Bob is proud to speak on anti-fascist 
platforms and spoke, in Tower Hamlets, at the event 
marking the 60th anniversary of the battle of Cable 
Street, where Jewish people and trade unionists fought 
off the violence and intimidation of the Blackshirts. 
Bob knows all about violence and intimidation. 
On 1 June 2002 he was attacked at his home by men with 
iron bars when ballot papers were going out for the 
election of general secretary of RMT, although as Bob 
says, “it was never proved who attacked me”. 

RMT is proud to be associated with Searchlight and 
Bob points out that “Searchlight has done a fantastic job 
over very many years exposing fascists in Britain’. 
He says, “Searchlight has worked unceasingly to build 
up unity amongst working-class people and working- 
class unity is also the essential core of RMT’s 
commitment”. The union, he pledges, “will work to 
expose the ideological arguments against fascism and 
racism and actively work to defeat the fascists”. 




















Unite to stop the BNP 


Trade unionists have always played a crucial role in the anti- 
fascist movement. From the 1930s struggle against Oswald 
Mosley’s Blackshirts, to the 1970s struggle against the 
National Front (NF), to the fight against the British National 
Party (BNP) now, trade unionists have been in the forefront. 

Because the BNP claims to speak for working people, 
trade unions — the true representatives of Britain’s working 
people — have an important role to play in combating the 
menace. The BNP targets the disaffected, promising 
the world and delivering nothing but lies and hate. But the 
trade union movement is determined that, through activity 
and joint work with local communities, the lies and divide- 
and-rule tactics of the BNP will be exposed. 

Trade unions up and down the country are rallying to the 
anti-fascist cause and trade unionists are centrally involved 
and actively working with united campaigns in many towns 
and cities. 

During the past few months there has been a massive 
increase in affiliations and support for Trade Union Friends 
of Searchlight (TUFS). The following national unions are 
now affiliated to TUFS: UNISON, BECTU, ANSA, T&G, UNIFI, 
PCS, CWU, NATFHE, BFAWU, ACCORD, FBU, CYWU, 
AMICUS-MSF, GMB, NASUWT, ASLEF, NUT, PFA, NUM, 
USDAW, RMT and the GPMU. In total these unions, 
opposed to the BNP and fascism and racism, have a 
membership of over five million workers — black and white, 
women and men. 


A concerted anti-fascist campaign was built in the May 
2002 local elections; over 200,000 leaflets were delivered 
door-to-door in areas the BNP considered its heartlands. 
There is little doubt that there would have been many more 
BNP councillors than the three elected in Burnley without 
the dedicated work and activism of anti-fascists at the grass 
roots. Challenging the BNP is vital. Where the BNP was 
challenged its vote went down. 

The BNP has now secured a further seat in Halifax and 
now has five elected councillors. We are facing a threat 
from the far right not seen since the 1970s. 

Already over 200 trade union branches and regions have 
affiliated to TUFS and joined the activists’ network. Very many 
trade unionists are involved in active anti-fascist work. It is 
vitally necessary to continue to build on this and develop and 
extend the involvement of trade unionists in anti-fascist 
campaigning at the grass roots in communities. 

The true spirit of trade unionism stands diametrically 
opposed to the politics of the BNR Trade unions stand 
for unity and solidarity: an injury to one is an injury to all! 
Doing nothing is not an option. Join us and get involved, 
together we can drive the BNP from our workplaces and 
communities. 


4éSearchlight has done an enormously important job for 
the anti-racist and anti-fascist movement over a great 
many years. Trade unions must be in the forefront of 
facing the challenge? 

Brendan Barber general secretary TUC 





Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


By becoming an affiliate you will receive: 
B A copy of Searchlight magazine every month. 
& Copies of our newsletter, TUFS NEWS. 


& Special rates on training and educational materials. 
& New affiliates also receive a copy of our book Facing the 


Threat: Fascism and the Labour Movement. 


Affiliate to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 


Union 


Trade union activists’ network 


As part of our ongoing campaign against the 
BNP we are asking for all union branches, 
regions and trades councils to nominate two 
activists who will form part of our network and 
whom we can contact directly. This will help us 
to organise quickly at grass-roots level. 


Trade Union activists’ network 


Union 





national/regional/branch (please specify) 








national/regional/branch (please specify) 





Contact name 





Contact name 
































Position Position 
Address Address 
Postcode Postcode 
Telephone (h) (w) Telephone (h) 
Email (w) 





Affiliation rates per year: 





Fax 





Branch/region £50, national trade unions under 50,000 members £75; 
50,000-100,000 members £100; 100,000-500,000 members £150; more 
than 500,000 members £200. Cheques payable to Searchlight 


Return to Trade Union Friends Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG m Tel 020 7681 8660 m Fax 020 7681 8650 
email tufs@searchlightmagazine.com # www.searchlightmagazine.com 


Mobile 








Return to Trade Union Friends of Searchlight 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 











Mahler 
(right) on a 
recent NPD 
march 


GERMANY 
Mahler trial adjourned 


The trial in Hamburg of the leading nazi Horst Mahler 
for praising the 11 September terror attacks on New York 
was adjourned in January so that more witnesses could 
be called. Mahler was charged with “approving crimes” 
in a television interview about the Manhattan massacre 
a few days after the events. “It was an action that, 
as cruel as it was, was justified,” said Mahler, 66, in the 
broadcast. He now denies making the remarks in 
the way they were broadcast and is accusing the 
programme's producers of distorting the interview. 
If convicted, Mahler, lawyer for the nazi NPD, could face 
up to three years in prison or a hefty fine. 


Nazi ‘Elvis’ jailed 

Frank Rennicke, the extreme-right singer, was given a 17- 
month suspended sentence after a court in Stuttgart found 
him guilty on eight charges of incitement and distribution of 
material representing a danger to youth. His wife, Ute, 
received a five-month suspended sentence for assisting 
him. The court dismissed 90 applications by Rennicke’s 
lawyer, Horst Mahler, to present evidence and increased the 
ten-month suspended sentence previously imposed by a 
lower court. 

The case against Rennicke hinged mainly upon the lyrics 
of the song “Das Heimatvertriebenen Lied” (Refugees’ 
song). Released in 1993 on his own label, it has been 
distributed on more than 4,000 CDs and cassettes. Its 
lyrics accuse “millions of foreigners” of robbing Germans of 
their living space (Lebensraum), “destroying nature” and 
using the German Volk to benefit foreign interests. 

Rennicke, who describes himself as a “national bard and 
patriotic singer”, and is often referred to as the nazi “Elvis”, 
was also found guilty of enclosing a Holocaust denial 
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pamphlet in a package sent to a customer. He often speaks 
at nazi rallies in Germany and is greatly admired and 
respected by the British National Party. Blood and Honour, 
the international nazi skinhead music set-up, collected 
money for his defence. 


SWITZERLAND 
Charges over swastika insult 


The Zurich lawyer Werner Stauffacher has brought 
criminal charges against Stuart Eizenstat , a former US 
deputy treasury secretary, for publishing a book whose 
cover shows Switzerland’s white cross emblem overlaid 
with a swastika. Stauffacher’s case is based on a little- 
used Swiss law which protects “public flags and other 
symbols” against inappropriate use. 

The US edition of Eizenstat’s book, Imperfect Justice, 
sparked a row in Switzerland when it appeared with a 
cover illustration depicting the traditional white-on-red 
cross obliterated by a swastika formed from gold bars. 
Subtitled “Looted assets, slave labour and the 
unfinished business of World War Two”, the book 
touched a raw nerve in a country disturbed by 
revelations that it profited from Hitler’s policies and 
the Holocaust. 


FRANCE 
More Jews emigrate to Israel 


French Jews are leaving for Israel in record numbers, 
according to official figures. Many blame the climate of 
insecurity, exemplified by two recent attacks on a Paris 
rabbi. Statistics issued by the Jewish Agency show that 
2,566 French Jews migrated to Israel in 2002, more 
than double the number in 2001 and the highest figure 
since 1972. 

Two assaults in January on Gabriel Farhi, a leading figure 
in liberal Judaism in France, seem to mark an new 
escalation in the series of anti-Jewish attacks that led to the 
destruction of a Marseille synagogue a year ago and 
hundreds of other acts of vandalism and _ low-level 
aggression. Farhi escaped serious injury in the attacks, the 
first of which was carried out by a man who shouted “Allahu 
Akbar” in a French accent. Both attacks were strongly 
condemned throughout France but this has not alleviated 
the growing anxiety of many of the country’s 450,000 Jews. 


CZECH REPUBLIC 
Police protect illegal march 


Police halted an attempted torchlit march by 30 nazi 
skinheads through Prague's historic Jewish quarter in 
January after anti-fascists and Jewish community 
activists mobilised to stop it. The police offered the 
motley crew of nazis an alternative route even though 
they had not applied for any such route, thus turning 
their antisemitic parade into an illegal demonstration 
protected by the police. 





ITALY 


Alfio Bernabei 


Fiore’s fascists barge into 
media spotlight 





RACIST AND NEO-FASCIST parties in Silvio Berlusconi’s 
government and the massive control exercised by the 
Prime Minister's men over six television channels are 
giving Italian fascists plenty of opportunities to raise 
their profile. 

Forza Nuova is demanding a bigger slice of media 
attention and is throwing legal challenges to those who 
still attempt to curtail its fascist propaganda. A key 
objective of FN is abolition of the Scelba and Mancino 
Laws and changes to the Constitution. The Scelba Law 
was enacted in 1952 to prevent the recreation of 
Mussolini’s National Fascist Party, outlaw the apologia 
of fascism and prevent fascist demonstrations. 
The Mancino Law of 1993 bans racial and religious 
discrimination. 

Last month FN ridiculed the Scelba Law and 
described it as “ill famed” after a magistrate in 
Castrovillari, southern Italy, summoned some FN 
fascists for questioning. An FN statement read: “We have 
instructed our lawyers to start proceedings against the 
magistrate for he has violated the Constitutional 
freedoms of a legitimate organisation’. 

In seeking this legal confrontation FN’s real 
objective must be to try to intimidate other 
magistrates and thus enable the party to forge ahead 
with yet more of its activities while proclaiming that 
“we have always stated with courage and coherence 
that on important matters, such as social issues, we 
support fascism”. 

It was during the campaign in the 2001 general 
election that FN began its fight to get more space in 
television debates and sought to exploit the dramatic 
collapse of television standards brought about by the 
Berlusconi media empire that has left the doors open to 
fascists and neo-fascists seeking to legitimise their 
actions. 

FN observed: “In Italy there are other movements 
markedly fascist which are not being bothered. So why 
are we singled out as unfit to take part in television 
debates?” The question alluded to the fact that Pino 
Rauti’s fascist Movimento Sociale Fiamma Tricolore had 
been enlisted by Berlusconi in electoral pacts to secure 
victories for Forza Italia in towns such as Avola in 
southern Italy. 

FN must have felt that it was losing out unfairly to a 
rival such as Rauti, a man notoriously linked to violent 
fascist activities. Only last month, speaking from a 
hideout in the South of France, Martino Siciliano, a 
former member of Rauti’s Ordine Nuovo, stated, 
“I personally heard Rauti tell us that we had to start 
killing our political adversaries”. 

So why was Rauti in with Berlusconi and FN out? 
It was a fair question. Roberto Fiore, the FN leader who 
fled Italy following the outcry over the 1980 fascist 


Bologna bombing that killed 85 people, has since had 
plenty of opportunities to expand and set up party 
branches in dozens of towns throughout Italy. This was 
in spite of calls for his movement to be banned after it 
emerged that one its sympathisers was behind the 
bomb that exploded in the offices of the left-wing daily 
Il Manifesto. 

FN came out unscathed. In a statement it proclaimed: 
“FN has broken free from the siege and from the 
attempts to criminalise it. All Italians now know it as 
the movement that from top to bottom has the courage 
to face the challenge and stand up in the struggle. 
The storm gone, FN can return to operate in the social 
and political arenas.” 

And it has. While its manifesto focuses on the 
protection of the Italian race from contamination by 
foreigners, with enough rhetoric to appeal to racists and 
antisemitic sentiments, there are attempts to win over 
the disenfranchised, the poor and the unemployed. 
“Important social battles are ahead,” says one 
statement. 

But the protection of the Italian race and the values of 
the Roman Catholic Church take priority. Last month 
EN sent about twenty fascists into a television studio 
in Verona, armed with iron bars. Their target was 
Adel Smith, a Muslim leader, who was about to take 
part in a debate. The police stood by as Smith was 
attacked. Fiore defended the action and called on 
people to send messages of support to the members of 
the punishment squad. 

Meanwhile the Nuovo Ordine Europeo movement has 
also exploited the current political climate in Italy to 
hold its “revisionist conference” there. They met in 
Pordenone, northern Italy, hiding behind a “cultural 
association” intent on advancing “free historical 
research” and condemning “the lie in international 
politics” supported by sections of the judiciary under 
the influence, as they put it, “of the lobby that does not 
exist but whose ruthless methods nonetheless go back 
to the time of Shylock and beyond”. 

Among those present was Vincent Reynouard, who 
lives in Belgium following his exclusion from the French 
state school system and several convictions in the 
French courts for his nazi writings. He conveyed his 
apologia of nazi fascism through denunciation of the 
military measures by which the allies brought the Third 
Reich to its knees. “And they still claim today that it was 
all justified, since any means were good to put an end to 
‘Nazi barbarism’,” he protested. 

The German Udo Walendy complained that he had 
been prevented from advertising “the fruits of his 
historical research regarding the ‘alleged Holocaust’ 
of the Jews of Europe”. The Australian Fredrik Toben 
objected that he had had to remove from his website 
“certain texts which might offend the sensibilities of 
believers in the so-called ‘Holocaust’”. He thundered 
against a civilisation “severely perverted” by the 
respect it shows for the “new myth of the ‘Holocaust’” 
and predicted: “that myth’s days are numbered, 
thanks in particular to new technical and scientific 
work that will lend yet more support to the main 
assertions of the revisionists, those ‘deniers’ of what 
never happened in the concentration camps of the 
Third Reich”. 

Thanks to Berlusconi’s government that enables these 
propagandists of nazi fascism to say in Italy what they 
would find difficult to say in their own countries, no 
doubt the NOE can look forward to a fourth successful 
meeting in 2003. 
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From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 





Report shines light on widespread antisemitism 


PLANS BY HUNGARY’S new Socialist-Liberal govern- 
ment to introduce laws against stirring up hate come 
not before time. A report by the Budapest branch of the 
Jewish B’nai B'rith organisation proves beyond any 
reasonable doubt that antisemitism is part and parcel 
of public discourse in Hungary and was tolerated by the 
country’s conservative government, which was ousted 
in the 2002 general election. 

Antisemitic discourse in Hungary 2001 documents 
antisemitic acts and statements that occurred in 
Hungary during that year. This excellent English- 
language report follows up B’nai B’rith’s first survey of 
Hungarian antisemitism, which covered the year 2000, 
and is an invaluable source of accurate information. 

Many right-wing journalists and politicians, of course, 
deny the existence of antisemitism in the Hungarian 
mass media but it did not escape the notice of Nancy 
Goodman Brinker, the US Ambassador to Hungary. In a 
speech to the Budapest Harvard Club on 19 November 
2001 she said: “I am disturbed to hear of blatantly 
antisemitic and anti-foreigner sentiments in Hungary, 
particularly among a certain political elite. We in the 
United States believe that no political speech should be 
censored, even the most reprehensible. But the fact that 
certain ideas should not be censored does not make 
them acceptable in polite company, and it is the duty of 
the leaders of all political parties to ensure that hate 
speech be labelled for what it is, and that it be clearly 
rejected. There can be no hesitation on this issue.” 

Laszl6 Varga described the reactions of the right-wing 
media and politicians to Brinker’s speech. In his 
contribution to the B’nai Brith report, titled “There is no 
antisemitism in Hungary, or is there?” he relates that 
even the then Prime Minister, Victor Orban, indirectly 
accused the US Ambassador of “unjust criticism”. 

Elsewhere in the report, Laszl6 Karsai describes the first 
Holocaust Memorial Day in Hungary. He cites an article 
in the right-wing Magyar Forum which objected to the 
naming of a park after Hanna Szenes, a war heroine who 
parachuted into Hungary in 1944, was captured and fell 
victim to a military court of the Hungarian nazis, the 
Arrow Cross. Zoltan Szécs's article branded Szenes a 
“simple traitor” who fought against the Arrow Cross's 
“constitutional order’, and obviously considered as 
aggravating circumstances the fact that she was “a young 
woman’, a Zionist and a “member of an armed terrorist 
group” (she was actually a British Army officer). 

Janos Dési reveals in the B’nai B'rith report how some 
public figures and their supporters in the far-right press 
try to distort the issue of Roma people in rural Hungary, 
by suggesting that it is variously “Jews”, “Israelis”, 
“Mossad agents” or “foreign agents” who are trying to pit 
Roma people against Hungarians in order to promote 
their own political interests. 

Tibor Szeszlér’s contribution recounts the antisemitic 
clamour that followed the sale of the Budapest football 
club Ferencvdros to a supposedly “Jewish” company, 
highlighting the drive to exclude Jews from Hungarian 
society. This trend is exemplified by Lorant Hegediis Jnr, 
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a Calvinist minister and former MP for the right-wing 
extremist MIEP. In an MIEP paper he declared: “So hear, 
Hungarians, the message of the 1,000th year of the 
Christian Hungarian State ... exclude them! Because if 
you don't, they will do it to you!” 

Hegediis’s anti-Jewish outburst was denounced by 
staff at the Debrecen University for Calvinist Theology 
who said his article contained “theologically incorrect, 
exclusionary and misleading ideas” and “amounted to 
incitement, instigation and dishonoutr’”. 

In the report's detailed coverage of the mass media, 
Zs6fia Mihancsik analyses a collection of quotations 
relating to Jews or to Israel from the radio programme 
Vasdrnapi ujsdg and the radical right-wing weeklies 
Magyar Demokrata and Magyar Forum. Aron Monori’s 
contribution, titled “Radio without Muzzle’, documents 
the openly antisemitic language used by Pannon Rddio, 
a private broadcasting station that propagates a 
consistently ethnocentric, nationalistic, xenophobic 
and above all antisemitic world view. 

Other essays include Mihaly Szilagyi-Gal’s “Through the 
eyes of Csurka’, a response to a series of articles by Istvan 
Csurka, the leader of MIEP in Magyar Forum in summer 
2001; and Balazs Sipos’s “Understanding globalisation’, 
which assesses the Hungarian far right’s view that 
globalisation is an international Jewish conspiracy. 

Another essay by Monori, “Old-New prejudices’, 
compares Magyar Forum’s hate material with the 
contents of an antisemitic monthly published in 
the 1880s. He tellingly demonstrates that however 
widely apart the two journals are in time, and however 
different their social and political environments, there is 
a stunning similarity between the world views and ideas 
of their respective authors. 

It is indicative of the changing atmosphere in 
Hungary that Hegediis, a vice-president of MIEP was 
sentenced’ in December to 18 months imprisonment, 
suspended for three years, for “incitement against a social 
group”. The Budapest District Court rejected the argument 
that Hegediis only wanted to exclude Jews spiritually and 
reminded him of the laws excluding Hungarian Jews in 
1939 and 1942. The editor of the MIEP paper in which 
Hegedtis’s remarks appeared was ordered to pay a £1,650 
fine. Both men have appealed to the High Court. 

When the verdict was announced, about a hundred of 
Hegediis’s friends in the courtroom yelled, “there is no 
justice” and “the country belongs to the Jews”, while 
Csurka declared “this is not Hungary, it is Palestine”. 
MIEP was decisively rejected by voters, failing to win a 
single parliamentary seat. 

Hopefully MIEP’s electoral collapse and the sentence 
handed out to Hegediis will mark the beginning of 
a new era in Hungarian politics and create an 
atmosphere in which reports like the B’nai B'rith one are 
no longer needed. 


Antisemitic discourse in Hungary 2001; B’nai B'rith 
Budapest Lodge, 2002; 332 pages, £3 (952 forints). ISBN 
963 204 620 X. 





From Esbé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 


Government courts popularity 
with Le Pen’s policies 


SINCE TAKING OFFICE as France’s Interior Minister last 
June, Nicolas Sarkozy has lost no time putting his “security” 
policies in place. The first piece of legislation was his so- 
called “Everyday Security Law”, which was timetabled for 
debate in mid-January. 

The measures contained in the security law are not far 
removed from the programme of Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
fascist Front National (FN). For example, so-called “zero 
tolerance”, a longtime far-right hobby-horse, is a central 
theme of Sarkozy’s proposals. 

Claiming that “security is “the first freedom”, a 
formulation inscribed in the FN’s programme for the last 
presidential election, Sarkozy’s package goes well beyond 
mere security issues to touch on a whole array of right-wing 
extremist predilections. The defence of the family, 
criminalisation of prostitutes and a two-track justice system 
that dumps the right of appeal all figure in Sarkozy’s law 
and order offensive. Also included is a selection of other 
repressive measures, such as an increase in the number of 
places in prisons (also promised by the FN), eligibility for jail 
terms for youngsters aged 13 upwards and possible 
imprisonment for anyone found without a Métro ticket. 

In addition to his legislative campaign, Sarkozy is trying 
hard to make himself an omnipresent factor in the country’s 
political and social life. As soon as any suitable incident 
occurs, he goes to the scene, meets the victims and puts 
forward measures intended to demonstrate that he can turn 
his words into deeds. When circumstances do not enable 
him to put in an appearance, he strengthens his “action 
man” image by ordering spectacular police operations such 
as the expulsion of Bulgarian refugees in Bordeaux or 
evicting Romanian Roma from an encampment in Paris, all 
of which work nicely to his advantage in the opinion polls. 

Faced with these policies, the FN had to find a way to 


react. At first, as on every previous occasion that a right- 
wing administration has been elected, the FN and its 
explosive leader scoffed at it, claiming that its racist and 
reactionary promises would not be implemented. This time, 
however, it was not long before the FN’s dismissive 
approach gave way to a reluctant recognition of the 
ambitious Sarkozy’s “dynamism”. 

Dealing with Sarkozy’s personal popularity has also been 
difficult for the FN. At the outset, it resurrected the old populist 
stance of pointing to his solid middle-class origins. Sarkozy is 
a lawyer who was born into a wealthy family and since 1983 
has been mayor of Neuilly-on-Seine, one of Paris’s smartest 
suburbs. Politically, however, it has proved impossible for 
Le Pen to link Sarkozy with his hatred of President Chirac, 
because Sarkozy and Chirac hardly like each other. 

Cunningly, Sarkozy agreed to a live television debate with 
Le Pen, something that the political class has refused to do 
for some time. But the programme that was broadcast was 
devoted almost entirely to the Interior Minister. The ten 
minutes of “debate” were adeptly used by Sarkozy to 
distance himself from the extreme right thanks to the 
declarations of Le Pen who, beginning fairly smoothly, 
referred to the “qualities” of his opponent but then spoilt it all 
by reproaching him for being “soft” on immigration. This inept 
approach enabled Sarkozy to escape any suspicion of racism. 

Even worse for Le Pen is that he looked well past his “sell- 
by” date compared to the “young”, 47-year-old Sarkozy. 
It was perhaps this factor that prompted the FN’s younger 
generation to try its hand at derailing the Interior Minister. 

Leading the charge, with an article in Le Monde, was Le 
Pen’s daughter, Marine, who admitted that Sarkozy's policies 
were moving “in a good direction” but predicted they would fail 
because of Chirac’s supposed pro-immigration sympathies 
and “a lack of sincerity”. Sarkozy, she clearly believes, is not 
acting out of political conviction but because her father 
reached the second round of the presidential elections! 

In reality, the extreme right’s bluster only serves to masks 
its political disarray in the face of a government success 
that has stolen its political territory. 

However, any cheering is rather premature because, in 
addition to the fact that the FN’s strength has almost 
recovered from the split of 1998, the popular success of 
Sarkozy’s repressive measures is a tell-tale sign of an 
increasingly nervous and apathetic France whose longing 
for order and morality only conceals its doubts and fears. 
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Matt Hale on 
the day of 
his arrest 





By Devin Burghart in Chicago 


Nazi leader arrested for plotting 
to kill judge 


MATT HALE, leader of the violent neo-nazi outfit known 
as the World Church of the Creator (WCOTC), backed 
himself and his group into a legal corner, and turned to 
violence as a way out. After losing yet another legal case, 
Hale flagrantly defied a court order. In so doing, he faced 
a contempt hearing on 8 January and the possibility of a 
jail term. 

He never made it to the hearing. 

After passing through the metal detectors of the 
Federal Court Building in Chicago, a stunned Hale was 
nabbed by the FBI and whisked into an elevator. 
His “white beret” bodyguards were escorted out of the 
building while two dozen supporters who came to his 
hearing mulled around agitated and confused. 

Like his role model David Duke (who pleaded guilty to 
fraud charges last month), Hale is now also behind bars. 
Hale's arrest was on far more serious charges, however, 
as he is accused of plotting to kill the federal judge 
involved in taking away his group’s name. 


The name game 
Hale and his group have been embroiled in a struggle 
over the trademark ® symbol attached to “Church of the 
Creator” — more specifically over which organisation is 
legally entitled to use that name. Two very different 
organisations claim the name: a peaceful Oregon-based 
church and a violent Illinois-based white nationalist 
group. 

Ben Klassen founded and named his white nationalist 
group the “Church of the Creator” (hereafter referred to 
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as COTC) in 1973, while the TE-TA-MA Truth 
Foundation (hereafter, the Foundation) did not begin 
using “Church of the Creator” until 1982. But the 
Foundation was first to take advantage of the federal 
trademark registration system, in 1987. 

In 1996, Hale resurrected the COTC as the WCOTC and 
garnered considerable attention for the organisation 
and its racist and antisemitic beliefs. 

The Foundation began to receive protests about its 
supposed white nationalist doctrine. As a result, it set 
out to enforce its trademark by seeking to stop the COTC 
from using the confusingly similar name. The court 
agreed with the Foundation and issued an injunction 
against the WCOTC, barring Hale and his members from 
using the name. 


A mess of his own making 

The WCOTC trademark case is filled with irony. 
Under the reign of the COTC’s founder, Ben Klassen, 
the organisation was registered as “Church of the 
Creator, Inc”. After Klassen’s suicide in 1993 and a 
subsequent organisational collapse, Hale became 
“Pontifex Maximus” of the reconstituted organisation. 
Though today he is adamant about not changing the 
name of the group, when he took over he changed 
the name twice, first to the New Church of the Creator, 
then to World Church of the Creator. 

This was part of Hale’s strategy to “judgment-proof” 
the WCOTC from the burden of a major civil lawsuit loss 
in 1994. As the judge noted: 

“Yet the World Church has not urged prior use as a 
defence, presumably because of the reorganisation 
designed to avoid paying the judgment mentioned in 
this opinion’s opening paragraph. The corporation that 
adopted the name “Church of the Creator” in 1973 no 
longer exists; the organisation “World Church of the 





Creator” formed in 1996 is junior to the Foundation. 
It turns out that tactics adopted to avoid paying for one’s 
wrongs have collateral costs.” 


Violating the injunction 

Prior to arrest, Hale had been publicly violating the 
court, rebelliously declaring, “We are never going to be 
known by another name. There is no changing our 
name.” Hale also called the order “fighting words” that 
“must be resisted by any means necessary”. 

In an email to supporters on 6 December, Hale stated 
“materials that have not already been distributed 
throughout the rest of the world to our adherents are 
now in Wyoming safe and secure’, having been delivered 
to aWCOTC “Reverend”. 

The move puts the books of the WCOTC back into the 
orbit of Rudy “Butch” Stanko. One of Klassen’s original 
choices as successor, Stanko controlled the bulk of 
COTC literature immediately following Klassen’s death. 

Since the 2002 ruling, Hale has attempted publicly to 
characterise the decision as “court ordered confiscation 
and destruction of our Bibles [sic] on pain of 
imprisonment or death’, as “book burning” and as an 
attack upon their “religion”. However, the court order 
states that Hale and the other members of the group can 
continue to “practice its religion” under any alternative 
name or marks not disallowed by the injunction. 
According to the order, numerous options were 
available to the WCOTC to cure the infringing uses, such 
as those on and in its books and websites. Hale chose to 
hide these facts from his followers. 


Fomenting violence 

Hale has abandoned his “we're non-violent” mantra in 
recent months. In an internet radio broadcast he 
exclaimed, “There is no breaking the WCOTC, there is no 
subjugation of the WCOTC, there will be no successful 
persecution of the WCOTC. The Jews and their lackeys 
will be destroyed before we will be, this we vow openly 
before the world.” 

In an email to members, Hale exhorted WCOTC 
members to “Make damn sure that the enemy regrets 
their persecutions upon us dearly. RAHOWA!” 
(RAHOWA is the WCOTC shorthand for racial holy war). 

The last time Hale made similar statements to his 
followers was in July 1999 when Hale was denied his law 
licence. Shortly after Hale’s fiery pronouncements, 
“Creator of the Year” Benjamin Smith went on a two 
state killing spree. This time, law enforcement officers 
took the threats seriously and investigated, leading to 

_his arrest. 

Many WCOTC members worry that Hale, the concert 
violinist, has been fiddling while his new Rome burns. 
Under Hale, WCOTC has been collapsing. There have 
been a number of splits within the organisation. Rifts 
over Hale’s lack of leadership exploded in 2002, when 
the “Guardians of the Faith Committee” (the group 
designated to appoint COTC leaders) voted to oust Hale 
and announced it was considering asking William 
Pierce, the author of the terrorist blueprint The Turner 
Diaries, to take over the COTC. 

While Hale survived the coup attempt, WCOTC felt the 
episode. The organisation is now down to fewer than 
200 members. With his group crumbling from internal 
and external pressure, Hale has created this incident 
over the trademark issue to make himself into a victim 
and gain even more attention. With Hale now behind 
bars, the organisation is likely to return to a state similar 
to that after Klassen’s demise. 





POLAND 


From Rafal Pankowski of Nigdy 
Wiecej in Warsaw 


Anti-globalisation walkout 





PROGRESSIVE ACTIVISTS HAVE been leaving the Polish 
branch of the international anti-globalisation movement 
ATTAC because they can no longer tolerate its infiltration by 
the far right. 

The most significant left-wing group to condemn ATTAC 
recently is Workers’ Democracy (PD), whose members have 
been trying to counteract the hardline nationalist tendency 
within ATTAC for months. When the ATTAC leadership blocked 
a proposed discussion on extreme right-wing influence in the 
organisation at a national meeting, the PD activists decided 
they could no longer be part of an organisation which clearly 
refuses to axe its links with the far right. PD’s walkout comes 
as a serious blow because it is a relatively dynamic force in 
the Polish anti-globalisation movement, in contrast to the 
largely inactive ATTAC structure. 

Far-right infiltration of the Polish section of ATTAC came 
to the attention of progressive activists internationally in 
the wake of an article first published in Searchlight in July 
2002. Concerned by the revelations, the chairman 
of ATTAC-France, Bernard Cassen, wrote to the leaders of 
Polish ATTAC urging them to reconsider their involvement 
with Obywatel (Citizen). This right-wing magazine is edited 
by the former anarchist Remigiusz Okraska, aided by 
Jaroslaw Tomasiewicz, the New Right guru. 

Cassen’s letter seems to have been ignored, as board 
members of ATTAC are continuing their collaboration with 
the magazine, which is now widely seen as ATTAC’s 
mouthpiece. A recent edition includes a long article by 
Tomasz Gabis, a notorious Holocaust denier and_ self- 
proclaimed “fascist with a human face”, which reads almost 
like a “Who’s who?” of fascism. It quote the names of 
several well known fascists as an inspiration: Francis Parker 
Yockey, Ernst JUnger, Jean Thiriart, the former British 
National Front member Michael Walker and Guillaume Faye. 
In typical New Right fashion, the editors of Obywatel like to 
publish such material alongside articles reprinted from left- 
wing sources, such as the British publication The Chartist. 

Obywatel’s credibility in the green and radical circles it tries 
to reach suffered another setback after its editors — in the 
guise of a Citizens’ Ecological Movement — accepted 
$50,000 (£30,000) from a construction company for ending 
their “ecological” protest against a supermarket construction 
project in Lodz, a cynical deal that provoked a wave of 
condemnation from the green movement all over Poland. 
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COLOMBIA 


Cocaine fuels fascist terror 


by David Rhys-Jones of the Colombia Solidarity Campaign 


NEWS BROKE ON 27 November 2002 that the Catholic 
church had been facilitating preliminary peace negotiations 
between the government of hardline President Alvaro Uribe 
Velez and the nominally outlawed paramilitary organisation 
the AUC (United Self Defence Forces of Colombia). The AUC 
receives little attention from the international media, yet 
according to the United Nations, it is responsible for 80% of 
the approximately 8,000 politically motivated murders that 
occur each year in Colombia. It is also the world’s largest 
drug cartel. 

The AUC is Colombia’s right-wing death squads. 
Their stated aim is to defend the State from communist 
insurgency, and they employs two strategies to do this. 
The first is the selected assassination of members of 
the legal left and social movements; the second is the 
indiscriminate terrorising of the civilian population, a policy 
that the paramilitaries refer to as “taking the water away 
from the fish” (the fish being the guerrillas; the water, the 
civilian population in which the guerrillas hide). 

Paramilitary violence against opposition political groups 
has decimated the social movement. Colombian trade 
unionists talk of the genocide of their movement, which has 
resulted in the murder of 1,500 union leaders since 1985. 


‘Human rights defenders, women’s organisations, peasant 


organisations and black and indigenous communities have 
all suffered similar losses. The Union Patriotica, a political 
party born from the union between the Communist Party 
and disbanded FARC guerrillas, was completely wiped out 
by the paramilitaries, who assassinated 3,500 of its leaders 
and activists over a 10-year period. Not only has this had 
dire consequences for political organisation, it has 
deepened Colombia’s civil war by leaving many leftists little 
choice but to join the armed insurgency. 

However, the majority of the victims of paramilitary 
violence come from the unarmed rural population. AUC 
fighters use the most bloodthirsty methods imaginable to 
spread terror throughout whole regions. The rural 
population has witnessed mass killings with chainsaws and 
sledgehammers, dismemberment of pregnant women, and 
groups of children thrown into deep ravines. Often entire 
villages are burned down, forcibly displacing the population 
from the land. 

Colombia is currently home to two million internal 
refugees (the highest number of any country outside Africa) 
who have been forced to abandon the land by paramilitary 
violence. This has allowed large land owners to extend 
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further their land holdings. In 1984 0.4% of the population 
owned 32% of the land. By 2000 the same number of 
people owned 62%. 

Foreign multinationals are alleged to be paying 
paramilitary groups. Coca Cola is currently defending itself 
from a court action that accuses the company of paying 
paramilitaries to assassinate trade unionists organising in 
its bottling plants. Nestlé, Anglo-American and BHP Billiton 
(both British mining conglomerates) face similar 
accusations. The oil giant BP is alleged, in a court case 
currently awaiting hearing in Colombia, of paying for the 
assassination of a government environmental regulator. 

That the paramilitaries of the AUC collaborate closely with 
the Colombian police and army is an undeniable fact. Even 
the Colombian government admits that they share 
weapons, transport, intelligence information and even 
personnel, that they mount joint operations and often patrol 
together. Large death squads are regularly able to pass 
through army road blocks to occupy villages and carry out 
massacres in rural areas. The government and _ its 
supporters in North America and Europe blame this 
collaboration on rogue elements of the army acting contrary 
to government policy to combat paramilitarism. But the 
shear extent of this mutual assistance, the huge number of 
senior military personnel involved, and the extent of 
paramilitary influence within all branches of the Colombian 
state, government ministries, the judiciary and even the 
state human rights department, has drawn both Colombian 
and international observers to the conclusion that 
paramilitarism is a “dirty war” policy, sanctioned at the 
highest level. Many now believe not only that is this 
the case but that paramilitarism is now the driving force 
behind the government of Alvaro Uribe and the entire 
neoliberal project in Colombia. 

Paramilitarism was an important element of Colombian 
politics throughout the twentieth century, used by the 
established political parties to assassinate their rivals and 
by the landowning elite to protect their property from 
invasions by landless peasants. However it was not until the 
mid 1980s, fuelled by the profits of Colombia’s cocaine 
boom, that the paramilitaries were able to develop the 
military capacity, political agenda and autonomy that 
characterises their existence today. 

As the cocaine barons amassed enormous wealth and 
land holdings they became targets of guerrilla extortion. 
Leading gangsters, such as Rodriguez Gacha of the 
Medellin cartel, ploughed huge sums of money into 
paramilitary groups, providing them with sophisticated 
weapons and training from British, Israeli and South African 
mercenaries. Their control of the cocaine trade allowed 
them to fund vicious anti-communist crusades on behalf of 
' the drug barons and ultra conservative cattle ranchers and 
land owners who hired their services. 

The political establishment also paid the groups to carry 
out their own political terrorism. During the eventual 
collapse of the Medellin cartel, the Colombian government, 
with the blessing of the US Drug Enforcement Agency, 
entered into a tacit agreement with a group of drug 
traffickers known as the “Pepes” which allowed them to 
take control of the cocaine trafficking routes in northern 
Colombia in exchange for assistance in bringing down the 
billionaire international cocaine trafficker, Pablo Escobar. 

The Pepes were led by Carlos Castano, an associate of 
Escobar. Castano, who now heads the AUC, was another 
rabid anti-communist — his brother Fidel had been 
kidnapped and executed by the FARC. He was also 
extremely well connected among the political elite of the 
Antioquia department, where he owned vast amounts of 
land and which continues to be his paramilitary stronghold 


today. Alvaro Uribe, who is now President of Colombia, was 
soon to be elected Governor of Antioquia. Uribe too came 
from narco landlord stock. His father was a well known drug 
trafficker and the subject of an ultimately unsuccessful 
extradition warrant by the USA. 

It was a $300,000 bribe from his father that gave Uribe 
his first job in politics as mayor of Medellin at the tender 
age of 25. Despite being removed from the job after only a 
few months, when his links with drug trafficking became an 
embarrassment for the national government, Uribe used 
this and successive positions to further the interests of the 
drug traffickers and land owners. 

As Governor of Antioquia, he set up the Convivir, legally 
armed civilian security groups intended to defend the 
population from attack by the guerrillas. The Convivir soon 
degenerated into legalised death squads, massacring and 
assassinating people throughout Antioquia. Uribe refused to 
disband the Convivir and lent them his vocal support until 
they were outlawed by the government. They then 
essentially fused with the Pepes, creating the AUC, the 
most powerful and richest paramilitary force in Colombia. 
Carlos Catano and Salvatore Mancuso (a known associate 
of Uribe), formally leaders of the Pepes and Convivir 
respectively, still head the AUC. 

Uribe’s government programme has its roots in his 
experience with the Convivir and paramilitaries as Governor 
of Antioquia. As Castano himself admitted during one of his 
numerous TV interviews, the AUC’s political ideology is 
closely matched with that of the new government. In areas 
controlled by the paramilitaries, voters were forced to cast 
their ballots for Uribe. 

The AUC claims that its candidates form 30% of 
Congress. Their common ideology can be summed up as a 
fusion of the virulent anti-communism of the drug cartels 
and paramilitary groups, with the ultra social conservatism 
and feudal worker-boss relationships of the traditional land 
owning classes. Areas under AUC influence are often 
subject to harsh social controls. Single women are not 
allowed out alone. Punishment beatings have been meted 
out to girls who wear miniskirts. Men have had earrings 
ripped out and their hair forcibly cut. So called “social 
cleansing” is commonplace, in which drug addicts, 
homosexuals and street children are simply “disappeared”. 

Uribe’s reform programme has concentrated on the 
erosion of workers’ and trade union rights, and the slashing 
of public sector wages and welfare provision to pay for huge 
militarisation. He has doubled military and police budgets 
and developed projects to set up a network of one million 
paid informers and 150,000 campesino soldiers, a national 
version of the Convivir. Two areas of the country have 
already been placed under direct military rule in what are 
called “zones of rehabilitation and consolidation”. 
Movement within these zones is severely restricted and the 
army has assumed police powers over the civilian 
population. The erosion of labour rights, and the 
violent pacification of protest have created ideal conditions 
for the super-exploitation of the Colombian people. 
The multinationals are taking full advantage. 

The current peace negotiations between the government 
and the AUC are expected to lead to the wholesale 
incorporation of paramilitary forces into Uribe’s campesino 
soldier army, once again creating a legalised form of 
paramilitarism. Pardons and an amnesty are expected to be 
granted for drug trafficking and crimes against humanity. 
Many observers have pointed out that negotiations are 
unnecessary as the AUC and Uribe are generally in 
complete agreement and have always enjoyed a ceasefire. 
It is not, they say, an end to paramilitarism, but the first 
step in the complete paramilitarisation of the state. 
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Police operation thwarts 
Boer bombing campaign 


From Bertie van Zyl 


SWIFT ACTION BY the South African police stopped a 
threatened Christmas racist bomb blitz in its tracks that 
could have included an attack as serious as the one in 
Oklahoma City. 

On 11 December, the police acted against the 
underground fascist terror organisation, Boeremag 
(Boer Force), intercepting a pickup truck driven by 
Herman van Rooyen, a Boer Force (BF) suspect wanted 
in connection with a wave of racist bomb attacks in 
Soweto in October. 

Van Rooyen’s vehicle was packed with 384kg of 
explosives well as metal screws and nuts for use as 
shrapnel. Armed with such quantities of material, there 
is little doubt that the BF could have perpetrated 
carnage of the kind seen in 1995 in Oklahoma City, when 
168 people lost their lives and hundreds of others were 
seriously injured in a white supremacist bomb outrage. 

A police investigation team also found clues to the 
location of two other wanted BF activists and a 
further 500kg of explosive material. They eventually 
made eight arrests, including six men wanted since the 
Soweto attacks. 

The raids and round-ups appear, for the time being at 
least, to have terminated the attempts of right-wing 
Boers to bomb themselves back into the apartheid era. 
The BF terror gang originally wanted to launch its 
bombing campaign during the Johannesburg world 
development summit in September, but the police had 
got wind of its plans a month earlier and had uncovered 
16 gas cylinder bombs in the city ready for use. 

A decision to ban demonstrations by opponents of 
globalisation and South African social movements 
during the summit aroused considerable indignation at 
the time, but some weeks later South Africa’s police 
chief, Jackie Selebi, explained that the police had 
ordered the ban because of the bombers’ plans. 

The BF had a second stab at a terror onslaught in 
Soweto and near Pretoria on 30 October, detonating ten 
bombs and causing the death of a woman hit by a piece 
of rail track that flew through the air in an explosion. 
Responsibility was claimed by a shadowy group calling 
itself the Warriors of the Boer People, which proclaimed 
the attacks to be “the beginning of the end of the ANC 
government” and demanded the release of 35 prisoners, 
including members of the BE The group also threatened 
“consequences” before and during the Christmas period. 
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The link to the BF was obvious. In addition, the police 
discovered another unexploded device and named six 
people they wanted to question. Most of them, 
including van Rooyen, were already on the “wanted?” list. 
A few days after the Soweto bombs, the police arrested 
Tom Vorster, an important BF catch, near a US consular 
office after he had requested a US visa. Vorster’s arrest 
and the naming of other terrorist suspects effectively 
neutered the BE 

Nevertheless, in the following weeks, there were 
attacks on a police building in Capetown, followed by 
attacks on an airport building and a bridge in KwaZulu- 
Natal. After the destruction of the bridge, the police 
responded with a countrywide raid on 94 farms and 
private houses, sending a clear message to the remnants 
of the BF that farms were no safe haven. 

On the same day as the raids, the Warriors of the 
Boer People threatened a Christmas revenge in a 
declaration peppered with Biblical quotations. The first 
phase, they claimed, had been a demonstration of 
strength, the second phase would target state buildings. 
Private businesses were warned “to remove themselves 
from state buildings”. 

Christmias is the main holiday period in South Africa 
and it was logical that the first attacks might take place 
by 16 December. During apartheid the day was the 
celebration of the Boer victory over the Zulus at Blood 
River and marked the main occasion in the Boer 
nationalist calendar. After the end of apartheid the black 
majority government renamed it the day of 
reconciliation. 

By the start of December, the police were in a race 
against time to prevent new attacks by the increasingly 
desperate racist underground. But Selebi was confident, 
declaring, “There’s no reason for panic because the big 
fish are already behind bars and we only have to go after 
the foot soldiers now”. 

Van Rooyen’s arrest confirmed this. The fact that 
Christmas passed off without incident also suggests 
that there are no more BF cells capable of any action. 

The police successes indicate that the white 
supremacist right in South Africa has not recovered from 
its crushing defeat in 1994 when it tried to prevent the 
first free elections and forestall the dismantling of the 
apartheid system. At that time, the white right had built 
alliances with leaders of the so-called homelands. 








Police 
remove 
suspected 
Boeremag 
explosives 


Shortly before the elections a highly tense situation 
rapidly came to a head in the Bophuthatswana 
homeland, to which the former head of the South 
African armed forces, General Constand Viljoen, had 
sent several thousand soldiers in support of 
Bophuthatswana’s Defence Force. 

Ironically, it was the fascist Afrikaner 
Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) that caused the burgeoning 
Afrikaner “people's front” to split by launching its own 
actions, prompted by a big strike of public service 
workers, Reacting to the strike, the AWB’s leader, Eugene 
Terre’Blanche, called for armed struggle and AWB 
activists, used to operating under the protection of the 
apartheid regime, drove into the capital of 
Bophuthatswana, firing rifles and throwing hand 
grenades. 

This sparked off a mutiny among the homeland’s 
soldiers, who fired back at the AWB invaders and 
distributed weapons to the population. The interim 
government of South Africa shifted loyal troops 
into the region, preventing the right wing controlling 
the situation. 

The Bophuthatswana fiasco made it clear to Viljoen 
that any attempt to prevent a general election would 
split the army and produce a bloodbath, not least 
because large parts of the black population were already 
on the barricades and the military wing of the ANC had 
returned to the country with weapons of its own. 

Viljoen drew the necessary conclusions and 
announced the formation of a “Freedom Front” to 
contest the elections. This “betrayal” earned the former 
general a place on the BF’s death list eight years later. 
The whole right-wing extremist Boer spectrum, 
the AWB included, has still not recovered and has 
vegetated since 1994 in small, and ever more desperate, 
groups of plotters. 

Boeremag was an attempt to integrate members of 
these splinter groups into a network. This was signalled 
in a second letter published by the Warriors of the Boer 
People, in which the language of Christian 
fundamentalism was adopted for the first time. 

Fundamentalist right-wing Christian sects abound 
in South Africa. The circles around at least one of 
these, “Israel Vision’, are known to have planned attacks. 
Some of these Boer-Christian fundamentalists now 
appear to have found a home in Boeremag. 
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federal elections in May. At present, the part has 


the support of around 15% of voters in the 
Flemish-speaking Flanders region and up to 35% 
in its political stronghold of Antwerp. : 

“To obtain 17% of all Flemish votes is realistic”, 
Philip Dewinter, the VB’s leader, declared to the 
national press. To achieve this ambitious goal, 
the more or less continually isolated VB has 
initiated a vicious campaign against Guy 
Verhofstadt, the Belgian Prime Minister, and has 
deployed its trump card, Anke Vander Meersch. 

Vander Meersch was “Miss Belgium” in the early 
1990s and tried, unsuccessfully, to start a 
political career in the Flemish Liberal Democrat 
Party (VLD). Since then she has changed her 
political swimsuit and is now placed in third 
position on the VB’s “senatorial list”, which 
means that her immediate political future looks 
bright as the VB is almost certain to win five or 
six seats. 

Despite her manifest lack of political 
experience, Vander Meersch did nearly everything 
she could to become an MEP four years ago while 
still in the VLD, promising the Flemish electorate 
nude photographs of herself in “specialised 
magazines” if she got elected. Despite this 
bizarre offer and despite a good personal result, 
she failed to realise her ambitions and the keenly 
awaited pictures never saw the light of day. 

It was not long afterwards that she quit the VLD 
for the VB. “The Viaams Biok says what people 
really think,” she trilled at the time. Dewinter 
greeted her remarkable switch of party saying: 
“Vander Meersch has more charisma than the 
other candidates”. 

Dewinter’s welcome is more surprising because 
the VB has always strongly condemned and 
rejected the practice, often embraced by the 
mainstream parties, of adopting media 
personalities without any significant political 
background. Also very strange is the fact that 
Vander Meersch hardly represents the “higher 


‘moral standards” the party claims to defend. 
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From Jeroen Bosch of Alert/AFA in Utrecht 
Fortuyn’s party consigned to the sidelines 


World View 


THE NETHERLANDS’ THREE main parties fought over 
the remains of the right-wing populist List Pim Fortuyn 
(LPF) in the parliamentary elections held on 22 January. 
The LPF has struggled to retain support amid internal 
feuding since the assassination of its founder Pim 
Fortuyn eight days before the last general election in 
May 2002, and there was no surprise when it lost 18 of its 
26 seats to the right-wing liberal VVD, the Christian 
Democrat CDA and the social democrat PvdA. The CDA 
emerged as the strongest party, with the PvdA seeing a 
strong revival. 

The LPF had tried desperately to counter its big losses 
in the polls with a huge publicity campaign on 
television, radio and the billboards, and by making anti- 
immigrant statements that stoke up racial tension. 

The late Hans Janmaat of the extreme right-wing 
Centrum Democraten (CD) was once convicted for 
saying “The Netherlands is full”. Nowadays, since 
Fortuyn aired similar views, this sentiment has become 
acceptable, to the extent that Gerrit Zalm, leader of the 
VVD, felt able to say much the same thing in a debate. 

The LPEK however, remains the anti-immigrant 
trailblazer. Mat Herben, once again party leader after 
Hilbrand Nawijn, Minister of Integration and Asylum, 
stepped down, recently declared, “There is only a place 
for real refugees in The Netherlands if illegal immigrants 
are first kicked out.” 

The fascist New National Party (NNP), meanwhile, 
failed to win a single council seat in local by-elections in 
Zwijndrecht, near Rotterdam. The NNP had hoped 
to win at least two seats but its failure forced the party to 
back out of contesting the general election. 

The NNP’s decision to avoid further humiliation left 
the extreme-right banner in the hands of Winny de 
Jong’s Conservatives.nl and her running mate Michiel 
Smit of the populist Leefbaar Rotterdam. 

Smit has continued his relentless attack on the 
multicultural society and is finding much sympathy 
in traditional extreme right-wing circles. Anti-fascists 
have revealed that Smit himself has been actively 
scratching around for support from older right-wing 
extremists and fascists in a bid to gather nominations 
for his candidates. 

For example, he succeeded in obtaining a list of party 
members from Wim Vreeswijk, former leader of the 
extreme-right Nederlands Blok (NB) — the sister party 
of the Vlaams Blok in Belgium. And Marcel Riiter, 
leader of the fascist Voorpost organisation, signed the 
nomination list for the Conservatives.nl. Fascists from 
the NNP, among them members of the LPE have also 
signed up for and assisted Conservatives.nl. One of 
these NNP fascists demonstrated with the LPF’s Leger 
tegen Links (Army against the left) outside the prison 
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where Fortuyn’s killer is being held, with a banner 
proclaiming: “The reds have to die”. 

Also supporting de Jong — a former star in the LPF - 
and Smit are some former leading CD figures and 
antisemites. Some of this extremist crew are members 
of and regular visitor to the “Lisse” rifle club in 
Amsterdam, where CD activists used to gather for 
shooting practice. 

The shaky electoral coalition in Rotterdam of the VVD, 
CDA and Leefbaar Rotterdam is less than happy with 
Smit’s activities and his contacts with fascists, while 
Smit himself is taking some of his Leefbaar Rotterdam 
councillors into the Conservatives.nl. This move marks 
what could be the beginning of a bitter split between the 
radical and moderate rightists in Fortuyn’s home town. 

The fact that Conservatives.nl did not obtain enough 
support to get onto the list in all voting districts ensured 
the party was very unlikely to win a parliamentary seat, 
but the growing cooperation between the hardcore 
rightists of the Fortuyn movement and the traditional 
fascists might signal a step towards a new and 
dangerous movement. 

Leefbaar Nederland (LN), Fortuyn’s former party, has 
already split after the party executive decided to 
nominate the millionaire Emile Ratelband as its main 
candidate. The media then focused negatively on this 
highly controversial and somewhat racist individual for 
several weeks. He was eventually kicked out of the party 
just before the close of nominations for election 
candidates. 

Despite this, Ratelband managed to found his own 
party within three days, assembling a list of 28 
candidates and finding enough nominations to take 
part in all districts. In his party programme, he 
fulminates against immigrants, calls for a 
reestablishment of the dominant Dutch culture, urges 
the government to take “the values of being Dutch into 
the constitution” and demands the “repatriation of 
persons with dual nationality who commit crime”. 

Ratelband also has a vision of education in which 
pupils will start each day by singing the Dutch national 
anthem. “This”, he was quoted as saying on Dutch 
television, “is to show the irritating Moroccan youth 
who is the boss in The Netherlands”. 

No election has ever elicited so much attention from 
the media. Party leaders were out campaigning in 
the streets every day, especially in Rotterdam where the 
Fortuyn movement began, and took part in televised 
debates each evening. 

The traditional right-wing extremist scene has 
undoubtedly been boosted by the overtures made to it 
by the likes of Smit but any attempt to translate that into 
street action will be met by anti-fascists. 


From the archives 





20 years ago 
February 1983 


A public row has broken 
out in West Germany over 
claims that planes from 
the German air force flew 
in salute over the funeral 
of Hans Ulrik Rudel, the 
Nazi and former Luftwaffe 
fighter pilot who died 
shortly before Christmas. 

Rudel had died, aged 
66, in Rosenheim, 
Bavaria, after a brain 
haemorrhage. At his 
funeral a few days later, 
about 2,000 mourners, 
including many elderly Nazis, paraded at the graveside giving the 
Nazi salute and singing Deutschland Uber Alles. At the same time, 
according to eyewitnesses, jet fighters flew over the cemetery and 
dipped their wings in salute. 

Rudel was the only holder of the Iron Cross with the insignia of 
gold oak leaves, swords and diamonds, a decoration which 
followed his exploits on the Russian Front. 

After the war he became a leading figure in international efforts 
to revive Nazism, and was involved in the ODESSA - the 
underground nazi escape and aid organisation — with former SS 
colonel Otto Skorzeny. 














10 years ago 
February 1993 










4 = 
«< z 
A NEW 
seeuner The nazi Afrikaner 


Weerstands Beweging 
(AWB) is boasting that it 
carried out the theft of 50 
combat rifles and 
thousands of rounds of 
ammunition in the Orange 
Free State town of Welkom 
at the beginning of January 

Eight white men have 
been arrested in 
connection with the raid, 
which took place at an 
f army depot, and most of 
the stolen weapons have 
been recovered. 

The AWB claimed that its members had acted to protect local 
white farmsteads against guerrillas of the African National Congress, 
following the killing of a 14-year old white girl shortly before 
Christmas... 

The AWB has also stepped up its loud campaign of preparation for 
violence to hold on to the vestiges of white supremacist rule. 

In December, at a rally of more than 1,000 AWB nazis, the 
movement’s leader, Eugene Terre’Blanche, thundered that civil war 
could be expected this year in South Africa. 


Alar Clark 
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